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Unicco workers protest Panel members
share stories of
contract proposal
discrimination
by

Nicole McIntyre ’02

News Editor

Unicco workers and other
members of the Service
Employees International Uni
on (SEIU)- Local 134
demonstrated across Huxley
Ave. Friday afternoon after the
members unanimously rejected
a “best-offer” 25-cents an hour
pay increase from the Unicco
corporation. Workers, who
currently make $8.06, hoped to
negotiate a dollar an hour raise,
an offer that was rejected by
Unicco management bargaining
unit.
According to Devon Chase
’02, who has been involved with
the Unicco worker’s problems
for the past three years, the
union was presented with two
plans. “They can maintain the
same health care they have now
and receive a 25-cent an hour
raise for the next three years,
which would have the workers
making less than $9.00 three
years from now. The second
offer had better health care
system, but it’s really, really
expensive. There would be no
raise this year, a ten cent raise
next year, and a twenty-cent
raise the year after that,” she
explained.
The raise of no more than
25-cents an hour is important,
according to Karen McAninch,
Business Agent for the SEIU Local 134 because the living
wage - the hourly wage
necessary to meet a family’s
basic needs and support them
above the poverty line - is
$12-30 an hour in Providence,
a figure Unicco workers would

Students, faculty tell discuss discrimination in
SOAR sponsored panel
by

Molly Hanlon ’03

News Staff

JOHN ENGLISHMEN '03/The Cowl

Yonel Fevry
(above) hands out
leaflets concern
ing the Unicco
contract negotia
tions. Other
workers, includ
ing Antonio Costa,
(right) carried
signs in protest.

On Wednesday, February
13, a panel of professionals and
students joined together to
raise
awareness
about
discrimination. Presented by
program Students Org
anization Against Racism
(SOAR), the discussion shed
light on a topic that is not
always discussed — disc
rimination.
One of the panelists, Dr.
Elaine Chaika, Professor of
English,
shared
her
experiences as a Jewish child
and, later, as a Jewish mother
with the crowd. One incidence
of discrimination stood out
prominently in Chaika’s mind.
While her two sons were
attending a predominantly
Christian public school, the
principal “discovered” that the
two boys where Jewish. He
then proceeded to parade the
boys through each classroom,
where each was asked to
declare their religious
background to their classmates.
Chaika stated that she
learned an important lesson
that day. “The law of
assimilation in the United
States is very strong. Part of
becoming American is not
being too Jewish,” Chaika

commented. Despite this
lesson, Chaika also emp
hasized the importance of
maintaining one’s individuality
and not allowing others to take
away what it means to be “an
ordinary human being.”
Discrimination, however,
“comes in many different
shapes, sizes and forms, ”
according to Chris Butler,
Senior Compliance Officer for
the Rhode Island Commission
of Human Rights. Disc
rimination includes bias
against people of certain races,
religions, sexual orientations,
disabilities, and genders. “At
some point in your life you will
all experience some form of
discrimination,” Butler noted.
Responsible
for
the
investigation of discriminatory
cases in Rhode Island, Butler
suggested a means to
counteract this problem by
“moving past equal treatment,
where differences are ignored
to equitable treatment, to one
where
differences
are
recognized.”
Christine Tingle ’02
touched upon the wide variety
and degrees of discrimination
that affect men and women of
all ethnic backgrounds on the
College campus. According to
Tingle, women experience
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Res Life sponsors S.A.V.E. week
by Jamie

Chase ’04

News Staff

The annual Sexual Assault
and Violence Education Week,
better known as S.A.V.E. Week,
began its program of events this
week. Organized by the Office
of Residence Life, in
conjunction with many other
on-campus organizations,
S.A.V.E Week featured several
activities throughout the week
to bring to attention the issues
of sexual assault and physical
violence.
According to
Maureen Genoa, Hall Director
of Raymond, the goals of the
programs were to “bring out the
topic” of sexual abuse and

physical violence, “give people
an opportunity to discuss these
issues,” and to “introduce the
resources available to students
here on campus.”
Despite the poor weather on
Sunday, which cancelled the
planned march, Residence Life
kicked off S.A.V.E. week on
Sunday with a Mass dedicated
to victims of domestic violence
and sexual abuse. The Mass,
according to Genoa, was a big
part of the project and especially
important at the start of the
week because it sets the mood
for the events and puts the
topics of violence and abuse out
there for students to think about.
The second activity, which

Genoa believes was a major
factor in drawing attention to
S.A.V.E. week is the clothesline
project. This collection of shir
ts symbolizing different
individual’s experiences with
abuse was displayed in
Raymond Hall foyer for the
entire week. In addition to this
display of shirts, a message
board was available, and
students were encouraged to
write down prayers and
reactions to the project itself and
the specific stories on each of
the shirts.
The part of the week that
gets the largest turn out usually,
S.A.V.E. week, page 3

Fr. Langois celebrates Mass
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Martial arts students kick off new club
Seniors teach fellow students self-defense, appreciation for martial arts
by

Shawna Hassett ’03

News Staff

Kicking, cardio-boxing, and self
defense lessons are all part of a new
organization founded by Dustin
Santomenna ’02 and Mike Paglia ’02.
The Martial Arts Club, passed by
Congress last semester, is “definitely a
work out,” Santomenna said. “It’s about
an hour and 15 minutes — give or take;
and the first 20-25 minutes is strictly a
cardio workout.”
Due to their childhood involvement
in the martial arts, Santomenna and
Paglia both missed it when they came to
college. Santomenna grew up with
immediate exposure because his father
was a black belt. Paglia is a seconddegree black belt himself. Santomenna
said that when he was considering
enrolling at PC, he was misinformed that
the college offered a Martial Arts Club.
"That was one of the things I based
coming to this college on, whether or not
they had a Martial Arts Club,” he said.
Thus to fill the void, every Saturday
or Sunday morning last year, the pair
would meet in the racquetball courts in
Peterson to practice sparring and shadow
boxing for a workout and for fun. “It is
kind of like Tae-Bo,” Santomenna said,
“but you do it with another person in
front of you.”
Santomenna and Paglia decided that
they would make their club official, and
with the help of Blaire Riley ’03, the club
was cleared in Congress last year.
"Blaire passed it through Congress and
did the constitution and everything,”
Santomenna said, “but now she’s abroad
and we picked up from last year and
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Students practice their technique while getting a cardiovascular workout.

pretty much had to start from scratch.”
At the beginning of the school year,
Santomenna and Paglia held meetings,
made fliers, and did the Involvement Fair
in an effort to spread the word about the
club. Their first meeting only drew about
ten people, mostly acquaintances and
friends. When they went before
Congress, they were disappointed with
the amount of money they were allocated
as they were hoping to use the money to
buy needed equipment. Santomenna and
Paglia solved the problem by asking
members to pay dues - five dollars per
semester.

Did you know?
Eating disorders usually start in the teens, but may begin as early as
age eight.
The American Anorexia and Bulimia Association states that 1000
American women die of anorexia each year.
Anorexia and bulimia are classified as mental disorders.
Brought to you by STEP 1.
Information from the National Association of Anorexia Nervosa and Associatiev Disorders
and by www.about-face.org.

Library Hours for Resident’s
Day Weekend

Santomenna and Paglia are pleased
with the success the club is currently
experiencing. According to Paglia, there
are some “regulars” who have noticeably
improved over the course of the last
semester. “Once people get the hang of
it they really start to take off,” Paglia
said. “There is noticeable improvement
even after the first week in terms of how
much stamina and the quality of punches
and stuff.”
Santomenna and Paglia pride
themselves in teaching as professionally
as possible. “Our philosophy is that we
want to teach people right,” Santomenna

said. “You could do something over and
over and have it become a habit but it
could be the wrong habit. We want to
teach people the proper way without
hurting themselves.”
The biggest challenge, according to
Santomenna and Paglia, has been finding
what to focus on in class. Paglia assured
that they try. to tailor the classes to fit
everyone’s needs and are always open
to suggestions. Santomenna added, “A
lot of the girls want a good workout. A
lot of the guys want a lot of fighting. We
find a balance between the two.”
Teaching the physical aspects of the
martial arts is not the only objective
Santomenna and Paglia have. They want
to instill an appreciation for it.
According to Santomenna, there are
different dimensions to the martial arts.
It is a form of self-defense, a sport or
athletic ability, and an art. “It is very
traditional, dating back to BC,”
Santomenna said. “It is very similar to
dance.”
Paglia also stressed the benefits of
learning self-defense. “The idea is that
we can teach you to defend yourself in a
couple of quick moves and then get the
hell out of there. It’s very valuable.”
In addition to the classes,
Santomenna and Paglia anticipate doing
a national tournament, the Krane
Tournament, which is held in Rhode
Island. Both Santomenna and Paglia
would like to enter and consider the
tournament a learning experience for
others who would like to attend.
Those interested in joining the club
may attend the meeting every Monday
and Wednesday evening from 4:45 pm
to 6:00 pm in the Dance Studio.

Sanctions
Date: January 30, 2002
Subject: Administrative Review - Drug Usage
Charge: 1. Drug Usage (Page 43, VIII, I) - GUILTY
Sanctions: 1. Disciplinary Probation until 12/20/02
2. $100.00 Fine
Date: February 6, 2002
Subject: Administrative Review - Loud Party Off Campus with Public Drinking
Charge: I.'•■Standards of Conduct (Page 36,- II, A) - GUILTY
Sanctions: 1. Disciplinary Probation until 5/20/02
2. $500.00 Fine

Friday, February 15..... 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday, February 16..... Noon - 5 p.m.
Sunday, February 17..... Noon - 5 p.m.
Monday, February 18..... Noon - 1 a.m.

The Writing Center

CFP is looking for the Stars!

A peer tutoring center designed to provide
guidance and encouragement to all writers.

Attention: Immediate Job Openings!
Let Communities For People help you gain the valuable hands on experience you
will need to build a strong foundation in the Human Service Industry.
This is an excellent opportunity for highly motivated juniors and seniors to perform
a variety of tasks that will ensure the safety, treatment and nurturance of our
clientele. You will be working as a vital member of our treatment team to care for
male adolescents age 13-18. All clients are placed by the Department of Children,
Youth and Families in our community based residential programs. We are seeking
full-time and part-time employees.
Primary Responsibilities: Providing structure and guidance to youth who need
positive role models, high level of interaction with clientele, crisis intervention,
ransporting, medication distribution, staff meetings and various domestic duties.

Qualifications: Excellent verbal and written skills, dependable, good problem
solving skills, desire to develop leadership skills.
Communities For People
221 Waterman Street Providence, R.I. 02906
(401) 273-710) Attention: Joan Valcourt

Hours: Monday- Thursday
12:30-2:50 & 7-9
Located in the Library Basement Room
104, x2095
Come at any stage in the writing
process!
Drop in or make an appointment.
Be sure to bring your paper assignment
and notes, rough draft, or some sample
of your writing.
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S.A.V.E. week educates
students on domestic
violence, sexual abuse
- Continued from page 1 -

according to Genoa, is “The Yellow
Dress.” This play, performed on Tuesday
in Aquinas Lounge, portrays the struggle
a woman in a violent relationship faces
on Prom night. After the play, an
interactive panel followed. “[The panel]
allowed students the opportunity to meet
face to face those people who offer
various services here on-campus,” stated
Genoa. The aim of the panel, according
to Genoa, is to make students feel more
comfortable approaching counselors and
using services available on campus by
allowing students to meet those people
behind those services.
Dr. Anne Coleman, a Substance
Abuse Counseling Psychologist from the
Personal Counseling Center, who took
part in the interactive panel, defined the
exercise as successful because it allowed
for the “discussion of the audience’s
reactions, it provided education and
referral information about abusive
relationships, and it answered any
questions that audience members had.”
Overall. Coleman considered the

presentation itself “quite impactful” and
thought a good response from students
had been attained because “there was
many questions and responses generated
by the performance.”
The fourth activity, the Young Adult
Abuse Prevention Program (Y.A.A.P.P.),
was a two-person play put on to show
the subtleties of violence in relationships.
A discussion similar to that which took
place after “The Yellow Dress”
performance ended the presentation and
provided students with another chance
to delve deeper into the issues presented.
S.A.V.E. week rapped up on
Valentine’s Day. In Raymond Hall foyer,
various department offices, and Slavin
Center, flowers and candy-grams were
available for sale. The proceeds of these
sales will go to The Sexual Assault and
Trauma Resources Center of Rhode
Island. Although the sale ends the
S.A.V.E. week project. Residence Life
hopes the message of “Together we can
save” will be on people’s minds long
after the week draws to a close.
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Citius, Altius,
Fortius

Your source for the latest news, scores, and online
polls.

by

Juliana Patsourakos '02

News Staff

Muhammed Ali, Serena and
Venus Williams, and PC’s own Erin
Cunningham ’02 have one thing in
common they all carried the Olympic
rorch in the 2002 “Light the
-ireWithin” torch relay.
On December 26, as spectators,
family,
and

with
pride,
Cunnine h a m
carried the Olympic Torch four-tenths
of a mile down Atwells Avenue in
Providence. Cunningham, who spent
the fall semester interning at
Providence Tours Council, gained
experience working on various
projects, setting up a marketing
committee, and working with the
Olympic Task Committee in Rhode
Island. During October, Cunningham
was approached by the Deputy
Director of the Tour Council, who
informed her that she would have the
honor of carrying the Olympic flame
through Providence.
For Cunningham, the experience
of carrying the torch was one she will
never forget. “The torch represents
peace and unity around the world,
especially through the events of Sept.
1 1th,” said Cunningham, who said she
felt a surge of pride for the United
States and the world. The experience
also gave Cunningham hope. “Peace
is needed and possible,” she
commented.
In addition to the feeling of
excitement, Cunningham also
enjoyed meeting an eclectic group of
people during her experience,
including the founder of Monster.com
and ’98 and ’02 Olympian and

Providence College 2000 graduate
Sarah DeCosta.
Cunningham's family was able to
share in the celebration with her. Her
mother, who cried with pride while
watching her daughter share in the
worldwide celebration and symbolism
of unity, was present along with
Cunningham’s father and younger sister,
Ashley, who Cunningham said was her
“support of honor” — a term for
someone who does not run but supports
the torch bearer.
At Providence College, Cunningham
has been active in the community, most
notably as Senior Class Secretary for
Student Congress, where she has been
instrumental in planning activities for
the senior class, including the Pub
Nights, Senior Nights, and 102 Nights.
Currently, she is also interning at the
Rhode Island Cancer Council.
Even though Cunningham is a
psychology major, she has acquired a
love for health information. After taking
Health Psychology and other
psychology courses which focused on
health issues, Cunningham knew that
she wanted to learn more about the field.
Ideally, she would like to combine her
two loves of health issues and event
planning into one job. She believes that
the skills she has learned as a
psychology major w ill allow her to work
well with a variety of people.
As for her time at PC, Cunningham
will leave with many happy memories.
“Providence has made me a wellrounded person.. .The relationships I've
made with people are irreplaceable. I
think my professors have made a large
impact on my life,” she commented.
Although her after-graduation plans
are not settled, Cunningham would like
to “travel to Europe after graduation to
see if [she] could have a job that
required traveling” and then start an
entry-level position in special events or
marketing.
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Workers ask for pay increase
- Continued from page 1 -

not be able to see under either of the
proposed plans. Currently, gross annual
wages for the average Unicco worker are
$14,886.
According to Nick Rutter, a senior
at Brown University and a member of
The Brown Student Labor Alliance,
cleaners at Brown (who are not part of
Unicco) make about $11.73 an hour,
almost three dollars more than theirPC

“We need more money
because they don’t give
you anything. Twentyfive cents is nothing for
people who work very,
very hard. I hope the
students hear about this
and want to help. ”
Teresa Rivero, Unicco
worker

counterparts. “The fact that there’s a
great disparity (in wages] right across the
city, I think, says something,” Rutter
stated. In addition, according to
McAninch. workers at Brown have
“seniority pay,” wages that increase over
time.
Although the College does not have
a direct role in the negotiations, the
protestors hoped that Rev. Philip A.
Smith, President of the College, would
step in on their behalf. “We wrote Fr.
Smith just to make him aware on the
member’s behalf that the College isn’t
going to be cleaned as well as before
because of the [nine] layoffs, and we
weren’t sure if he knew how severe the
cuts were,” stated McAninch. “Unicco
said that the other companies that were

going to bid on the contract were going
to make even more severe cuts [in order
to stay within the limitations of what the
College is willing to pay for a cleaning
service], Unicco felt obliged, in order
to keep the contract, to make this offer
and the cuts. That’s why we felt the
College ought to know, because
ultimately it is the College’s
responsibility to rectify it.”
McAninch also noted that the rally
was planned purposely for the start of
Parents’ Weekend. “We sort of
anticipated a few parents would get the
word this way,” she stated. “Parents
should know what their money is not
going towards,” added Chase.
In addition, the Unicco workers
hoped students would get involved with
their cause. “We need more money
because they don’t give you anything,”
said Teresa Rivero, a Unicco worker.
“Twenty-five cents is nothing for people
who work very, very hard. I hope the
students hear about this and want to
help.”
“I don’t think that Unicco respects the
people. They don’t pay that much,”
stated Antonio Costa, another Unicco
employee. “They throw bones at people
and say, ‘Take it or leave it,”’ added
Philip Renzi, whose wife is a Unicco
worker.
Many students crossing the street
were sympathetic to the worker’s cause.
“They work hard and deserve more than
$8.00 an hour,” stated Kevin Kellicher
’05. “Their wages are only $2.00 more
than work study,” noted David Harris
’05.
The union is in the process of
scheduling a meeting with its members
to discuss the outcome of the
negotiations while continuing to bargain
with management for a different
contract.
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Panel discusses
discrimination
- Continued from page 1 -

discrimination in
theology class, men
realize it in Title 9,
and people of ethnic
backgrounds
understand it by
taking one quick
glance at Providence College’s
predominantly white community.
Discrimination has been
tackled in the past on campus, the panel
pointed out. Four years ago, the
movement toward increasing the
diversity pool began; three years ago,
one could hear the rally against
discrimination outside a dorm window;

now, SHEPARD, a
club dealing with
homosexual issues,
has been formed on
campus in order to
offer support for those
who
are
disc
riminated against
because of their sexual preference.
In the end, the panel
emphasized the seriousness of
discrimination through a quote by writer
Margaret Atwood: “Repression involves
a failure of the imagination: the failure
to imagine the full humanity of other
human beings.”
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PC plagued with flu
by

Frank Caliva ’04

Asst. News Editor

Muscles you didn’t even know you
had are aching. Your throat is sore, your
eyes red and puffy. You’re coughing
more than an emphysemic in a bingo
hall. And your roommate thinks you’re
crazy, because five minutes ago you said
you were too hot and opened the win
dow, and now you’re shivering in your
hoodie under four fleece blankets. Is this
all just a bad reaction to a little “teenage
experimentation” or have you come
down with influenza, more commonly
known as the flu?
The winter months are commonly
referred to as the “flu season” because
of the increase in flu or flu-like symp
toms among many people. This is espe
cially prevalent among college students.
Oftentimes what appears to be the flu
turns out to be just a case of the com
mon cold; however, this year, that has
not necessarily been the case. Since the
beginning of the spring semester, many
PC students have come down with “that
bug that’s going around”— in this case,
the flu.
Pauline Anderson R.N., Assistant
Nursing Director at the Student Health
Center, said that while the number of stu
dents being seen for the flu has been
steadily decreasing, that wasn’t the case
in the last several weeks. Anderson said
that just two weeks ago, the center was
seeing 70-80 students per day for the flu.
“The doctor said that it really had
reached epidemic proportions,” she said.
Barbara Fletcher R.N., a nurse at the
center, said that it was not just a case of
a few students with mild symptoms.
“These students were very sick, with
very high temperatures, coughing, and
had severe muscle pains and aches,” she
said.
Fletcher also said that while most
students were not actually tested for the
flu, the symptoms were “so blatant” that
the doctor felt there was no question.
While the waiting room was empty
on a recent Wednesday afternoon, Ander
son said that, at the moment, the health
center was seeing students with compli
cations arising from the flu, such as cases
of bronchitis. These complications are
usually easily treatable. However, be
cause of the fact that both the flu and the
cold are viruses, there is little that the
health center can do to help students suf
fering from those illnesses. “It’s not like
strep throat where you can treat it with
antibiotics,” Anderson said. “[The flu]
pretty much has to just run its course.”
Given that the flu is, or has been, cir
culating around campus lately, one might
ask the question: why is the flu virus able
to spread so rapidly through the student
population? Anderson offered an imme
diate answer. “It’s [students’] lifestyle,”

Flu got you down? The Health Center and its staff, including Nurse Fletcher, are there to diagnosis your ills.

she said. “[Students] living in close prox
imity to each other share germs.” The
stereotypical realities of college life—
messy rooms, shared utensils and food,
and sometimes unsanitary bathroom fa
cilities — are all breeding grounds for
germs and allow for rapid transmission
of illness. Unhealthy eating habits and
the often irregular sleeping habits of col
lege students play a role in the preva
lence of the flu, as well. Fletcher also
said that the epidemic really began a
week or so after students returned from
winter break. Students from around the
country unknowingly contracted viruses
and brought them back to PC, she said.
The recent flu epidemic may not just
be the fault of PC students, however.
Both Fletcher and Anderson said that in
general, the flu and other airborne vi
ruses, is much more common in the win
ter months. Anderson said that in winter
months people spend more time indoors,
with windows shut and the heater on
high. As a result, there is less circula
tion of air, and germs present in the en
vironment are being inhaled, she said.
Fletcher chimed in with a laugh, “She
makes us keep the windows open here
in the health center. That’s why you don’t
see
us
getting
sick!”
While the flu has been an unpleas-,
ant reality for many students, there are
some things that individuals can do to
lessen the risk of getting it. Frequent
washing of hands, avoiding sharing uten

Please remember that a
Monday class schedule will
be followed on Wednesday,
February 20th.

sils and food, drinking water, getting
enough sleep, and airing out rooms all
can prevent illness. And if you still catch
the flu, make sure to drink plenty of
water and stay in bed. And try to look

SYMPTOMS

on the bright side — you have a good
excuse to miss class, and if you’re lucky,
you’ll be on your feet in time to go out
on the weekend.

COLD

FLU

No

Yes

Muscle Ache

Mild or absent

Yes

Headache

Mild or absent

Yes

Malaise

Mild or absent

Yes

Cough

Yes

Yes - severe and
productive

Sore Throat

Yes

Yes

Runny Nose

Yes

Yes

Sneezing

Yes

Mild or absent

Fever

Source: The Health Center

Reminder:
Spring Break is an opportune time for houses to be robbed and
ransacked. Please remember to lock all of your doors and win
dows before you leave.
Also, take any valuables with you (i.e. televisions, CD players,
and stereos). If anybody needs a place to store belongings, please
contact the Office of Student Services at x2143.
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Fairfield class gets bomb scare
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Mysterious
disease
leaves 80
hospitalized
by

Ellen Bisson ’04

World Staff

YAHOO

Fairfield police can only wait as students are trapped inside a classroom with a man claiming he had a, bomb.
by

Jay Higgins ’03

World Editor

Students attending a religious stud
ies class at Fairfield University got the
scare of a lifetime when a man entered
the classroom, apparently equipped with
a bomb.
Police said former Fairfield Univer
sity student Patrick Arbelo, 24, is facing
charges of 28 counts of first-degree kid
napping after holding a college class
hostage for seven hours.
About 60 miles northeast of New
York, Fairfield University is a private
Jesuit university with 3,100 undergradu
ate students, 1,000 graduate students and
1,000 continuing education students.
None of the students were physically
injured, although emotionally they were
pretty shaken. The alleged kidnapper's
motive was apparently to get a his mes
sage broadcast on the radio and televi
sion.
During the standoff, Arbelo called a
New York TV station and ordered that
his message be read over the air, but the
station refused. News management de
scribed the message as rambling and
anti-Semitic.
“He wanted his views to be heard,
which he wrote down and gave to po
lice. They were anti-Semitic,” hostage
Ripton Marini said after he was released.
Marini was the last hostage to be re
leased Tuesday around 10 p.m. Arbelo
asked him to guard the door while Arbelo
kept an entire class hostage.
Twenty-two students and a professor,
Elizabeth Dreyer, were held hostage over
a seven-hour period. They were gradu
ally released. Marini was the last to be
released; his job was to hold the door
closed so no students could leave.
Arbelo, who is legally blind, is a 2001
graduate of the Roman Catholic univer
sity located in Fairfield. He majored in
political science. Former classmates de
scribed him as a hermit-like loner who
sometimes acted paranoid.
“I guess he was real right-wing and
had extreme ideas. We heard he had
some sort of message that he wanted the

YAHOO

One woman died and seven others
fell ill at a convention in a New Jersey
hotel earlier this week. Health officials
scrambled to identify the mysterious
cause of the viral, flu-like illness, and
found that Joanne Hemstreet, 45, of
Kingston, Mass., died of aggressive bac
terial pneumonia early Sunday, hours
after checking herself into a hospital with
a fever, headache, vomiting and short
ness of breath.
None of the seven people hospital
ized — a man and six women — were
known to be in close contact with
Hemstreet during the convention. They
developed fevers, chills, sore throat and
general weakness, and two have pneu
monia. The seven who were hospital
ized were given antibiotics, and were
admitted for further treatment and ob
servation as a precaution.
Hemstreet and the seven others had
been attending a national sales conven
tion at the Cherry Hill Hilton with 500
other employees of Cendant Mortgage.
About 80 people who might have had
contact with Hemstreet went to the hos
pital emergency room for evaluation.
Bacterial pneumonia is not highly
contagious and usually not fatal, but unti! the illness was identified after
Hemstreef s death, officials feared a pos
sible outbreak of anthrax, Legionnaire's
disease or meningitis. Despite antibiotic
treatment and other measures, within
four to five hours she developed a rash,
her blood pressure plunged and she went
into shock.
Officials said Hemstreet's initial flu
like illness worsened to pneumococcal
pneumonia, which is not generally con
tagious. In her weakened condition she
also got a secondary infection called pur
pura fulminans, an overwhelming bac
terial infection with about a 70 percent
mortality rate.
“Our thoughts and prayers are with
the Hemstreet family,” Cendant Presi
dent and CEO Terry Edwards said in a
statement. "We will do everything to help
them through this difficult time."

Sources: yahoo.com, msnbc.com

After seven hours of holding students hostage, police announce they
have captured Patrick Arbelo and he is under custody.
people to hear. Apparently he wanted a
camera in the classroom," another stu
dent said.
Marini said that Arbelo's demeanor
was calm during most of the seven hours.
That camera was denied. The last
hostage released said that he was let go
because he promised to read Arbelo's
message on the radio. That did not hap
pen either.
For students, life must go on- but
with concern. “It’s kind of scary going
back to class,” said Jillian Brown, a 19year-old sophomore who said she went
back to her parents' home in Ridgefield
Tuesday night.
“Security should be a little tighter,”
she said. “I never really thought about it
before.”
Sources: wcvb5.com, nytimes.com

yahoo

Students (lower, middle) are held up against the wall inside their own classroom.
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Update:
“Pearl is
still alive”
by

Jay Higgins ’03

World Editor

In the ongoing
story on whether
journalist Daniel
Pearl is still alive
after being cap
tured in Pakistan
recently devel
oped with an in
teresting turn. Pa
kistani police
arrested their
Suspect Sheikh
prime suspect in
the kidnap of American Daniel Pearl this
past Tuesday and reported British-born
Islamic militant Ahmed Omar Saeed
Sheikh had told them that the reporter
was still alive.
Karachi police
chief Tariq Jamil
told
Reuters
Sheikh Omar, as
he is commonly
known, had been
arrested in the
eastern city of
Lahore Tuesday
and was being
brought to the
Pearl still alive?
southern port of
Karachi for further questioning.
“During the initial investigation, he
said that Pearl is alive and he is in
Karachi,” Jamil said. “He says Pearl is
alive and nobody has harmed him,”
added a senior official close to the in
vestigation.
Wall Street Journal reporter Pearl,
38, vanished in the southern port city of
Karachi on Jan. 23 as he tried to make
contact with Islamic radical groups and
investigate possible links between al
leged shoe bomber Richard Reid and
Osama bin Laden’s al Qaeda network.
For suspect Sheikh Omar, this is not
the first time his name has come up in
connection with kidnapping. Sheikh
Omar was jailed in India in 1994 for al
legedly kidnapping four tourists there —
three Britons and one American.
He was freed, along with two other
prominent Islamic militants, in 1999 in
exchange for 155 hostages on an airliner
hijacked to the southern Afghan city of
Kandahar.
Not only has his name been con
nected with kidnapping, but Sept. 11 as
well. Indian police have accused him of
involvement in the transfer of $ 100,000
to Mohammad Atta, one of the pilots
who flew airliners into New York’s
World Trade Center.
In New York, the newspaper's man
aging editor, Paul Steiger, who has re
peatedly appealed to Pearl's kidnappers
to release him, told CNN he is waiting
for further word from Pakistan.
“Let's hope we have some good
news,” he said. “It's a slow process.”

Of Olympic proportion
by

Mike Speight ’03

World Staff

An enthusiastic crowd of 52,000
packed the Rice-Eccles Olympic Sta
dium in Salt Lake City February 8th for
the opening ceremonies of the 19th Win
ter Olympics. This year's ceremonies
were especially poingant and moving for
Americans after the events of Septem
ber 11th. The somber reflection, how
ever, proved to be no damper on the fes
tivities and patriotism enjoyed by the
spectators.
President Bush opened the events as
well. "On behalf of a proud, determined,
and grateful nation, I declare open the
games of Salt Lake City," he proclaimed.
Heavy security was the order of the day
due to concerns about terrorism, though
this still did not dampen the mood of the
crowds. A moment of silence was ob
served to remember the victims of the
terrorist attacks. Following that, over
2,500 athletes from 80 nations paraded
into the stadium, some of whom carried
American flags as a show of support. A
highlight of the procession was when
eight American athletes carried a tom
and tattered American flag that flew over
the World Trade Center on September
11th. An earlier decision by the Interna
tional Olympic Commitee to not allow
the flag in the ceremony, deeming it too
political, was reversed in time for it to
accompany the 200 American athletes.
Organizers of the ceremony sought
to provide it with an American as well
as distinctively regional feel. American
Indian culture was celebrated with danc
ers and musicians, including Robbie
Robertson. Other musicians who per
formed during the ceremony included
Sting and the Dixie Chicks.
American athletes were predicted to
do quite well in this year's Olympics.

YAHOO

The 1980 U.S. Olympic Hockey team lit the Olympic flame.

One source predicted that the Americans can participants. Whether or not the
would win 27 medals, second only to trend will continue has yet to be seen.
Germany. While Americans have tradi What is sure is that Americans, given the
tionally done quite well in some events home court advantage and an eagerness
like speed skating, other events like to provide some good news will be de
cross-country skiing and the biathlon termined competitors for the other teams.
have resulted in few medals for Ameri Sources: www.nbcl0.com,abcnews.com

Get a jump
on your
accounting
career.
Make sure you’re prepared.
Make sure you meet
Connecticut's
education
requirements to
take the CPA exam.

Sources: yahoo.com, CNN.com

Make sure you look into
UConn’s MS in Accounting.

Let your
fingers do
the talking.

Consider it cross-training
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Archdiocese of Boston

Celibate priests: a noble lifestyle does not a pedophile make
by

John McHugh ’03

Commentary Staff

Yahoo News

Cardinal Law answers reporters at Logan Airport
after a trip to Rome on Feb. 8.

Boston Globe

Do you agree or disagree with the
Church’s position that priests
should remain celibate and not be
allowed to marry?
notoriously anti-anything at all?).
The hallmark question of the survey
was whether or not one agrees with the
Church’s celibacy policy for its ordained
priests. Unsurprisingly, 74% of those
Catholics surveyed disagreed with the

See celibate priests, page 12

PC grade inflation

High fives
& nose dives
High five to the Slavin
construction project. Although it was
hampered at first by construction
delays, the changes are now taking
place at a surprising speed. Rumor has
it McPhail’s may even be in place in
time for the seniors to enjoy it.
Nose dive to Physical Plant’s new
“system” for repair requests. Adding
Resident Assistants, HallDirectors
and Res Life administrators to the
request process is a managerial move
that rivals the stuff you read in Dilbert
comics. Physical Plant justifies its
new process by pointing out that
repeated calls are often made by the
same room. If that’s the problem,
perhaps they should hire more
workers, like workers have been
requesting for months now, so jobs
can be performed with less delay. Or
maybe they could simply search
through the existing work orders
before filing a new one in order to
avoid duplicates.
High five to the Political Science
Department for co-sponsoring the
upcoming performance of the Vagina
Monologues. With Poli-Sci’s
involvement, the previously-taboo
project now falls under the realm of
academic freedom. So wait, people
are now going to be able to express
their ideas even if everyone’s not
comfortable with them? What a novel
idea.
Nose dive to the restrictions placed
upon this year’s commencement at the
Park Plaza in Boston. It’s a shame that
last year’s seniors acted like children,
because this year’s seniors will now
be treated as such (no alcohol will be
allowed in the rooms of PC students.)
When will PC students leant that their
mistakes ruin things for their
successors? Better yet, when will they
care?
High five to College Events for
organizing another enjoyable parents
weekend. It is times like this when we
get to experience the true nature of
PC’s oft-mentioned “family
atmosphere.” (Footnote: Nose dive to
a $15.00 brunch that’s worth $4.00 at
most.)

Over the last few weeks, the
Archdiocese of Boston has come under
attack for the way it has mishandled
cases of sexual abuse within the church.
Obviously this is an enormous problem
for both Catholics and non-Catholics.
And it seems as if it is getting worse.
After all, no matter what you write down
on insurance forms next to “religion,”
the idea of a major religious organization
that is run rampant with pedophiles is
frightening to say the least. If you can’t
trust an ordained priest with your
children, then whom can you trust?
In the wake of these horrific turns of
events, many approaches to the problem
have been suggested. Thankfully, our
good buddies at the Pope-is-Really-theDevil Tribune, also known as the Boston
Globe, recently conducted a survey of
800 Boston Catholics to get an idea of
how the faithful believe that the sexual
abuse problem should be addressed (on
an angry Irish Catholic side note—is it
even ethically justifiable for an
“objective” news outlet to be so

Smarter students? Hardly.
by

James Kabala ’02

Commentary Staff

As grade inflation talk swirls
nationally, the controversy has finally hit
PC. It first caused a small scandal in the
national media when it was discovered
that ninety-one percent of students at
Harvard had graduated with honors,
which was just the highest of several
high numbers at most of the Ivy League
universities. Here at PC, the issue first
came to prominence with an article in
The Cowl discussing whether PC should
increase the standards for graduating
with honors. It cropped up again last
week with the release of a report showing
the percentage of students receiving A’s,
B+’s, and B’s in various majors.
Some people have denied that grade
inflation exists at all. One can find
essays on the Internet entitled “The Myth
of Grade Inflation.” Some argue that
maybe students are just getting smarter
or working harder, a notion suggested
in the Nov. 15 Cowl by Dr. Canavan and
derided in last week’s issue by Dr. Colby
of the Philosophy Department. On the
face of it, this idea is absurd. It certainly
is hard to apply to an institution like
Harvard. At PC, however, this notion
may have some truth in it. A number of
factors, especially the introduction of
merit scholarships, have attracted a
better class of student. Membership in
the Liberal Arts Honors Program, for
example, has more than doubled in
recent years. My own class of 2002 has
thirty valedictorians or salutatorians
among its members. While the overall
trend is toward lower SAT scores, the
average PC SAT score has increased.
In the end, however, smarter students
cannot really be the explanation. The
1994-1996 period covered by the Faculty
Senate summary covers an era before
merit scholarships, and the increasing
quality of the student body cannot justify
having 59.5% of students graduate with

The 1994-1996period covered by the Faculty
Senate summary covers an era before merit
scholarships, and the increasing
quality of the student body cannot justify
having 59.5% of students graduate with
honors, as happened last year.
honors, as happened last year. (This was
double the percentage of a decade ago.)
Grade inflation has to be the answer.
The major problem with grade
inflation is that it does not really help
those students who get undeserved good
grades and hurts those who really
deserve them. As an article in USA
Today notes, “When all students receive
high marks, graduate schools and
business recruiters simply start ignoring
the grades. This leads the graduate
schools to rely more on entrance tests.”
Especially unfortunate are smart people
in majors perceived as easy. A smart
person who wants to teach third grade
really has no choice but to become an
education major, but he or she will
probably be looked down on by those
who have selected paths considered
more rigorous. This sort of snobbery can
sometimes be extended toward all the
humanities and social sciences.
University of Virginia professor Mark
Edmundson writes, “The rigors of Chem.
101 create almost as many English
majors per year as do the splendors of
Shakespeare.” (At PC, incidentally,
Chemistry and English both had 20.1%
A’s, although English had far more B+’s
and B’s.) Although I have no doubt that
I have received a fine history education
at PC, I was somewhat worried when I
saw that history had a 21.5% A rate.
How can the grade inflation problem
be solved? Some of the measures being
suggested are already steps in the right

direction. The increasing of the
standards for honors and the Dean’s List
would perhaps restore the lower honors
percentages of the past. The institution
of a minus system, by increasing the
number of grading options, might have
mixed effects. Some students who now
have A’s might receive A-’s, but some
students might also move up from B+ to
A-. This would be good for them, but
not so good for anti-grade inflation.
As for the more drastic measures that
some are suggesting, they seem as if they
would be good ideas, although perhaps
in modified form. Dr. Colby suggests a
rigorous analysis of grading criteria by
each department, with the possibility of
strong action against departments that
fail to shape up. This sounds like a more
department-oriented version of new
procedures at Harvard, where each
individual professor is now required to
submit a written explanation of his or her
“grading policies and practices.” The
only problem with this is that it will be
hard for each professor to find the true
reasons and methods by which he or she
determines grades. It is doubtful that
anyone is consciously inflating grades,
and it may be difficult for professors to
completely re-align their mindsets so that
papers they once regarded as worthy of
A’s are now regarded as worthy of lower
grades. Let us hope that it happens,
though, and that grade inflation becomes
a thing of the past.

In-your-chair excitement: www.thecowl.com
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The vicious caffeine conspiracy
I assume that all this new “Green Mountain Coffee” publicity is an ad campaign. In other
words, I assume that the school isn’t simply bragging about the brand-name-status of the coffee that it serves. (I hope so, at least
because there is nothing nice about glorified gas station coffee). Maybe I am taking this a little too personally, but must I constantly
be reminded of the terror that awaits me when I approach the coffee stand in Slavin for my morning dose of pseudo-amphetamines?
At first I thought this was just some benevolent plan to end school-wide caffeine addiction by getting us to avoid awful coffee, but
now I am starting to think the exact opposite. Let me explain. I go into Slavin. I see all the Green Mountain Coffee signs. I
immediately get depressed. What helps little Johnny when he’s depressed? COFFEE, THAT’S WHAT!!! (Not to mention the fact
that they’ve been pushing a “buy six cups get one free” deal). It’s a vicious cycle, so I suggest you do like I do. Get real paranoid
and trust no one. That, and go to Dunkin Donuts. I think it might be cheaper anyway. —John McHugh ’03
Tears, KKK, and good ol’ fashioned class war Old Man of the Senate Sen. Robert C. Byrd started a bitter, gloves-off, drag-out
bicker with Treasury Secretary Paul O’Neill last Thursday while the Senate Budget Committee watched on. In the spat, Byrd
apparently took comfort in his elected contact with the people, reminding O’Neill that he is a mere appointee for the service of
CEOs. This turned into a great launching pad for an “I grew up more poor than you did” debate (they both had humble beginnings).
Thankfully, O’Neill set Byrd in his place, though, when he said, “I’ve dedicated my life to doing what I can to get rid of rules that
limit human potential. And I’m not going to stop.” One such “rule” that O’Neill cited, “Coloreds cannot enter here,” was an obvious
allusion to Byrd’s former KKK membership. Poor childhood homes, no hot water, and questionable pasts aside, there is no place
for such partisanship or class lobs. You know what they say, Sen. Byrd—you start getting personal when your professional arguments
are no longer effective. —Dave Holman ’03

Once again, Presidents’ Day is a stupid name for a holiday The mere fact that men like Pierce, Buchanan, and Harding were
presidents does not make them worthy of honor, a day off, or car sales. (Simpsons fans may remember the Presidents’ Day play
featuring a song by “the Mediocre Presidents.”) I think that it would be better to return to the name “Washington’s Birthday.” Since
Lincoln should also be honored, we could perhaps promote Lincoln’s Birthday, once a holiday in thirty-six states, to federal holiday
status. Some believe that too many holidays would hurt the economy (indeed, current federal law prohibits having more than ten),
but this is an unrealistic position. In Massachusetts and Rhode Island, we have eleven holidays (the eleventh Patriots’ Day and VJ Day, respectively) without ill effects. (Of course, Lincoln’s Birthday would make twelve, but we’ll manage.) Furthermore, stores
hardly ever close on the second-tier holidays anymore anyway. We might as well go for the symbolic effect. —James Kabala ‘02

It’s not just Kansas anymore? The Ohio Board of Education is set to vote next month on whether to allow teaching the “intelligent
design” theory as an alternative to evolutionism in science classes. Those who tenet this theory accept that life on Earth developed
over bill ions of years, in accordance with scientific evidenceTyet reject the theory of evolution by natural selection, believing that
the complexity of natural life evidences a need for an intelligent “designer.” This idea is “intellectually interesting” yet lacks the
scientific testing required to even consider a hypothesis a theory worthy of teaching in classrooms. Despite the attractiveness of the
idea of a planned creation, until there is some scientific proof, it does not belong in a science classroom. Modem science is the study
of what can be empirically examined, and currently there is no scientific evidence for this “intelligent design.” Parents who want
their children to gain a theistic view of the world must supply it at home or send their children to a faith-based school, not pressure
the schools to teach things that are outside their disciplines. —Erin Simmeth ’03
Relax... and love V-Day It’s Valentine’s Day again. If you are lucky, you will see and hear happy couples romancing each other.
More often than not, though, all you will hear is bitter people complaining about how they do not have a valentine. Valentine’s Day
may be a cheesy holiday invented by card and flower companies to make money, but what other holiday is entirely about being nice
and loving other people? I do not have a valentine either, but I wish for one day these people would stop complaining and feeling
sorry for themselves and be happy for other people. —Sasha Giffin ’04

Letter to
the Editor
The end of
Boston’s Law
Since Vatican II (1962-1965)
declared that we are the “People of God,”
that clergy and laity are alike, and
because we are a nation of laws and not
of men and women, I suggest that
Bernard Cardinal Law of the
Archdiocese of Boston step down
because of the sex-abuse scandals
relating to pedophilia that is presently
prevalent in the media. By the way,
Providence College in the past rewarded
Cardinal Law with an honorary degree.
Russell P. Demoe ’73

Commentary

February 14,2002

The Cowl 11

Rocker has new friends working pro-Bono
by

Erin Simmeth ’03

Asst. Commentary Editor

U2 superstar Bono has been seen in
some funny places lately. Most recently,
the Irish singer worked his rock star mojo
as the lead act for the highly patriotic
Super Bowl halftime show. Earlier that
weekend, Bono played to a very different
crowd as he mingled with the world’s
richest and most powerful leaders at the
World Economic Forum. Unfortunately,
his old crowd wasn’t glad to see him
associating with the world’s fattest
pigeons at the high-profile gathering.
Bono must have cut a flashy figure
at the forum in his trademark leather
jacket and cobalt-blue wraparound
shades, in sharp contrast to the legions
of swarthy older gentlemen and
respectable ladies in sober pinstripe
power suits. The singer wasn’t just there
for a complimentary taste of the $25,000per-plate meal, however. Bono used his
star power to work for support of his
ongoing campaign to cancel African
debt, teaming up with the richest man in
America, Bill Gates, who has donated
large sums of his giant fortune to funding
medical care programs on the continent.
Despite the star’s pro-bono platform,
his fellow liberal rabblerousers
protesting below the Waldorf-Astoria
Hotel seemed offended by his decision
to consort with ‘the enemy.’ Apparently,
it didn't matter that he was actively
promoting his charitable causes amongst
some of the most influential people in
the world. As a result, the cause-oriented
crooner has actually been criticized by
some of his previous fans for
hobnobbing with the world’s most
powerful social club. According to them,
you can’t represent the desperate and
downtrodden while dining on veal
cutlets and chocolate clafoutis.
In all honesty, being a millionaire
himself, Bono and his U2 buddies most

Rubbing shoulders
with the world’s top
dogs may have been
just what this rock
star needed to do.
likely don’t exactly rough it on a daily
basis. Bono’s collection of designer
tinted shades alone could probably just
about refinance all the hospitals in Ghana
if he put it up on Ebay. What bothered
the protestors, then, must have been the
idea of Bono socializing with the likes
of conservative Senator Jesse Helms and
Secretary of the Treasury Paul O’Neill,
or even cooperating with a corporate “fat
cat” such as Bill Gates. Hip clique or
no, Bono is making the right friends if
he wants to get things done. After all,
the people at the Forum were there
because they had the bucks to spend.
Hopefully, with the encouragement of
concerned celebrities, some of the
world’s richest will decide to lay down
their thousands on the causes they
promote, instead of on really expensive
appetizers at the annual shindig for the
leaders of the wealthy world.
U2’s frontman is currently the bestknown proponent of the campaign to
cancel African debt, a cause which
coincides nicely with Gates’ charitable
donations to AIDS care. As famous as
the rocker is, however, he is hardly
eloquent in interviews on the subject, as
his fumbling and naive comments on
NBC Nightly News reveal. For
example, Bono understated the death and
disease which plague desperate countries
by innocently claiming that “for the price
of taking your girlfriend out to the
movies and some popcorn, you can save
half those lives.” Despite foolish
statements like that one, leaders such as

Yahoo News

Which one is the sidekick? Bono and new buddy Bill Gates talking about
their plans to save the world at the World Economic Forum.
Paul O’Neill report that Bono is “a
serious person” who truly means to fight
for the causes he represents.
Whatever means he uses, this rock
star has gained the trust of a usually
highly secretive group. His willingness
to talk to the power brokers, rather than
merely march the streets their limos roll
down with puppets and pamphlets, may
be just the kind of infiltration these
causes need to gain awareness.
The most ironic statement made by
Bono’s disgruntled ex-buddies is that the
Forum bigwigs only invited him there
to gain credibility with their opponents.
Their original complaint, however, was
about the exclusivity of an invitationonly gathering for the world’s most

powerful CEO’s and international
leaders. The inclusion of a very
outspoken and occasionally con
troversial rock icon may have been a
stunt to gain acceptance in the eyes of a
skeptical public, but the fact is that
nothing was done to keep Bono quiet. It
may not have fit his image, but rubbing
shoulders with the world’s top dogs may
have been just what this rock star needed
to do to bring attention to his causes.
Hopefully, the rest of the protestors at
the Forum were not so image-conscious
that they would abandon a charismatic
leader because he crossed the line of
‘cool.’ After all, they aren’t just
marching because it’s cool, right?

Does Osama have reefer madness?
the Columbian family killers, or
terrorists who blow up
buildings. It is ironic that Bush
According to George W. did not mention the fact that bin
Bush, this past weekend Laden was trained by the CIA,
members of the PC community and our tax dollars. And why
helped murder families in we do not see a good old
Columbia. And we didn’t even American family standing out in
know it. At least that’s what his front of their SUV claiming that
new drug control commercials they too helped terrorists plan
state.•
attacks on innocent civilians by
Premiering during the Super buying gas and supporting the
Bowl, Bush’s slick new $10 oil czars over in Iraq is beyond
million dollar ad campaign links me. And although we now
American drug users with the know that 15 of the 19 plane
scum of the earth, including hijackers made their money
among its ranks terrorists who from the lucrative diamond
blow up buildings, kid killers, industry, we do riot see Laura
and
Columbian, family Bush proclaiming that she also
murderers. While using illegal helped kiejs learn how to kill by
drugs may not be the best thing wearing a diamond ring.
The planning behind the
in the world for kids to get into,
it does not make them the shallow ads is simple:.^ don’t
equivalent of Osama Bin Laden. like drugs, and we don’t like
tV^epoint of the new ads, the terrorists., so why not link them
Walters,'
t[rug czar jopn together!.’’
By anyone’s
drugs eventuan,
frQm standards, the War on Drugs has
pds of terrorists like\.-„ ,
who pic.
pie attacks on uk been a failure, leaving many
Un i ted StaLes'-.. Seple nr ber. ’Americans scratching their
’ -mdering where all their
Okay, Bush’s success rawng
may be high because of the
attempt to unify the country at .a saUcess with' Attk:. e
troubled times, but linking pot audiences. -This has given thesmoking kids to the terrorists; Bush administration, (he ability
who have become our number to kill two birds with one stone.
one enemy is a pretty Cheap1 They can make themselves look
shot, and also inaccurate.
good with the anti-drug ads, and
In fact it is a pretty big; use terrorism propaganda to
stretch. Sure, money fromi increase their publicity.
drugs often ends up in the hands;
Bush’s plan also ironically
of people who commit violent forgets to mention that those
crimes, but that is no differentt Colombian family killers might
from money from any other have been supported by the
source. In fact it is more: United States. Our country
accurate to say that any' supports the Colombian army,
American taxpayer supportedI which in its ranks harbors the
by

Sasha Gillin ’04

Commentary Staff

United Self-Defense Forces of
Columbia
(AUC),
a
conservative force responsible
for many politically motivated
killings. In essence this force
is no different than the Taliban
or any other terrorist
organization.

Although 15 of
the 19 hijackers
made their
money from the
diamond
industry, we
don’t see Laura
Bush proclaim
ing she also
helped teach kids
to kill by wearing
a diamond ring.
On top of that, the biggest .
drugs used among teens like the'5
t$h Pictured in the ads are.
-closeL'toTri,)1.marlJuana- d™gs
• hepoin and opiunlduced at or
a much smaller pecceri^J*^6
Teen usage in America, are theones which have been known to
fund the Taliban and such
organizations. In fact, the
Northern Alliance, which the
U.S. supported in the war
against the Taliban, was; and
still is, one of the biggest heroin
outlets in the world.
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Belle of the ball

Halle Berry turns in an Oscar-nominated performance in the hard-hitting Monster’s Ball
Mark M. Balas ’03
A&E Editor
by

In the course of Monster’s Ball's 111
minutes, I can only remember Leticia
Musgrove (Halle Berry) playing the race
card twice, and both times, in a minor
capacity.
This careful restraint by the film’s
writers, Milo Addica and Will Rokos, is
the reason that Monster's Ball, about a
southern white man who falls for a
southern black woman, doesn’t fall into
the typical, preachy interracial love story
trap. Also, director Marc Forester gets

Monster’s Ball
Directed by Marc Forrester
Avon Cinema, Rated R

out of the actors’ ways, and allows them
to interpret the writers’ material with the
realism and subtlety that make Monster’s
Ball one of the most emotionally
exhausting films of 2001.
Both Hank (Billy Bob Thornton) and
Leticia are introduced as victims of
equally poor circumstances that shape
the characters beyond their control.
Leticia’s husband Lawrence (Sean “P.
Diddy” Combs) is on death row, leaving
her to be a single mother, and Hank as a
product of his overbearing, racist father.
Hank works on death row as a guard,
and while he tends to Lawrence’s
“monster’s ball,” or last living night,
Leticia and Hank don’t meet. Both
Leticia and Hank transfer their pressures

to their children, who are both
unprepared and unwilling to deal with
them.
Hank and Leticia meet at the diner
where Leticia works, and after a car
accident, Hank drives Leticia and her son
to the emergency room. After Leticia
loses her job, husband, home and son,
Leticia and Hank use each other like a
house of two cards desperately but
delicately supporting one another.
Halle Berry is so realistic in her
portrayal of a woman trying only to keep
herself together that until you realize that
the film’s not a documentary, you realize
how great a performance she gives. And
Billy Bob’s eyes. With the most
expressive blank stare of them all, Billy
Bob must have split Oscar voters
between his Monster’s Ball and The Man
Who Wasn’t There performances,
because in Monster’s Ball, he blows the
year’s Oscar-lusting performances out of
the water. Peter Boyle and Heath Ledger
(!) play Hank’s father and son,
respectively, both turning in superb
performances. Both painfully relay the
cause and effect of Hank’s filial hate and
racism.
As the film’s sensational topic must
be blamed on the writers, they also
deserve credit for the story’s realism.
Whenever you’d expect the script to
twist, it turns into an area taboo because
of its emotional and racial overtones.
When Leticia comes to Hank’s house
and encounters his overtly racist father,
you’d expect Leticia to react less
violently than when she realizes that her

Halle Berry and Billy Bob Thornton tackle interracial love in Monster’s Ball.
lover, Hank tended to her husband on
death row, but she doesn’t. By the time
she makes the discovery about Hank’s
former profession, she’s a changed
woman.
The film dives into cominess twice
(Hank names his gas station after Leticia,
and the last shot of the film), but for the
most part, makes even those moments
seem real. Monster’s Ball, at times,

seems like a Leaving Las Vegas rehash,
and after an intense first 75 minutes,
pulls back and pulls punches. As the film
climaxes, and a final altercation is
imminent, the writers wisely decided to
take the unconventional route, and in
doing so made the finale a bit more
believable.
GRADE: B+

Blowing ’em away
PC Brass Quintet vies for national title in Cincinnati
by Adrienne

Larsen-Silva ’02

Asst. A&E Editor

For the PC brass quintet, the evening
of the now-infamous Patriots-Raiders
game that was played in a snowstorm
wasn’t the only reason to celebrate. The
group had just come from Rowan
University in New Jersey and was also
returning home champions - but of the
musical variety.
The quintet is made up of Sandra
Fallon ’02 (french horn), Joe Savarese
’02 (trumpet), Kirsten Britton ’03
(trumpet), Jeremy Giambo ’02
(trombone), and Michael Roberto ’03
(tuba). This year, they have managed to
capture first place at both the state and
regional Music Teacher National
Association (MTNA) Collegiate
Chamber
Music
Performance
competitions, and their success has
earned them a spot at the national
competition, to be held March 15lh- 17th
in Cincinnati, OH. There, they will face
off against seven other competitors from
around the country, who could be flutists,
violinists, or any other type of chamber
music group (“chamber music” being
musical compositions originally meant
to be performed privately).
Fallon and Savarese have been part
of the group from the beginning when it
was first formed in 1998. Britton and
Roberto were added the following year,
and Giambo joined in 2000. Previously,
the quintet was mainly student-run, with
some occasional input from music
department faculty. This year, however,
the group has acquired an advisor, Kevin
Kane, a 30-year veteran of the Scituate,
MA school system where he currently
works as the high school and middle
school choral director. Even now

though, the group practices largely on
their own (generally once a week, but
more if they have a competition
approaching), but Kane provides them
with guidance and constructive criticism.
“I have acted as a coach, a source of
music, and an extra set of ears outside
the the ensemble Flisten and advise on what
I hear as a conductor would. We talk
about things such as balance and blend,
interpretation,
and
ensemble
performance,” explained Kane.
Normally, the group performs on
campus for events such as parents’
weekend, the dedication of St. Dominic’s
Chapel, the President’s Council
Christmas party, or with the PC choir.
This is the first year they have competed,
but the decision to do so was unanimous
after Dr. Christopher Kelton of the music
department approached them with the
idea.
Senior Fallon commented that she felt
confident going to the state competition,
but that at the regionals, “We didn’t
know what we were up against, how
many people were competing, or who
they were. All we could do [was] play
our best, and that’s exactly what we did.
After we performed the judge came back
with his comments.. .everything he said
was so positive that I think we all knew
that we had won.”
At the national competition, the
quintet plans to play four pieces, ranging
in genre from romantic classical to
Dixieland jazz, all of which, according
to Roberto, sound similarly polished.
“They all require a different style of
playing and thinking and listening, and
I think they are all equally good,” he
explained.
Fallon remarked that she is especially
proud of one of the classical pieces,

“Symphony for Brass Quintet” by Victor
Ewald, because it was a tricky piece to
learn, and they had to master it fairly
quickly as they added it to their program
for the regional competition. She went
on to mention that her favorite piece was
the jazz composition “That’s a Plenty”
because “it gives us a chance to relax
and have fun.”
When asked how they have risen to
such a level of success, Fallon described
the group’s relationship: “The five of us
playing together for almost two years
really helps us because we are
comfortable with each other and know
how we play together,. .every one of us
comes to rehearsal each week because

we love it. If we didn’t enjoy it, we
wouldn’t be able to play as well as we
do.”
Roberto also remarked that “The
adjudicator in the regional competition
in New Jersey noted that it was very rare
to have a group that plays as a group,
and we’ve got that.”
“We don’t get credit for what we do,
and with busy schedules it would be
really easy to just not have a brass
quintet,” Fallon finished. “But when we
play well, whether at a competition, as
background music at a party, or at a
school concert, it makes the time we put
into rehearsing well worth it.”
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Foul Ball

Dave Quinn ’04

Asst. A&E Editor

Comparisons are inevitable when
watching movie remakes, leading
viewers to match up new casting choices,
storylines, and updated themes with the
original. It happens all the time, as one
may catch Open Your Eyes (Abre Los
Ojos) or the original Ocean’s 11 on video
to see what’s better. Well, it won’t
happen with Rollerball, a remake of the
1975 futuristic sports thriller, because the
update is so thoroughly bad, so
unbelievably painful, and so poorly
made that it demands no comparison. It
just plain sucks.
Aside from the actual rollerballing
itself, pretty much everything else has
changed: James Caan’s veteran athlete
has been replaced by a young rookie
street skater, rollerskates are out in favor
of rollerblades, motorcycles, and fast
cars, and the all male-team has now
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Short
Take
Collateral Damage

Rollerball
Directed by John
McTiernen
Providence Place, Rated PG-13

found some female members. The
setting has also changed from a futuristic
world of ruthless corporations and greed
to, well, our current daily setting.
Moreover, the original message of the
film, which revealed the decadence of
unnecessary violence, is pretty much
abandoned here. This new version is all
about the violence - the more, the better.
The film opens with a street-racing
sequence that is all but exciting. We
meet our supposed hero - Jonathan Cross
(Chris Klein), a young hotshot athlete
whose chance for the NHL is in sight.
But Jonathan soon changes his mind
when he runs into ex-classmate Marcus
Ridley (LL Cool J), who talks Jonathan
into joining him in Eastern Asia to play
Rollerball, a roller derby-style sport that
pits armor-clad combatants on skates and
motorcycles against one another, hoping
to slam a metal ball into a goal. Flash to
four months later, where Jonathan has
become the darling of the league and
owner Alexi Petrovich’s (Jean Reno) key
to securing a North American cable deal.
Problem is, ratings are down, and
Petrovich will do anything for his
chance, even staging dangerous
incidents of violence. Let the accidents
fly, for blood equals money. Jonathan
and his crew catch on and work to band
together, placing the team against the
individual to stop the evil corporations
from controlling their lives.
It’s hard to figure out just what John
McTieman is trying to accomplish with
this film. He spends a lot of time setting
up Rollerball as a highly competitive and
action driven sport but then abandons it.
The sport seems secondary: snippets of
games are shown but winners are never
determined, and the camera focuses
more of its time on the audience’s
reaction to the game and the higher-ups
focus on the ratings. We get the idea
that it’s all about the money, but
McTiernan still feels the need to drive
his point home with dozens of shots of
cash being counted and the ratings board
increasing and decreasing due to the
action on the court. Equally, he feels the
need to show us the international
population of the game over and over
again, with shots of foreign reporters
announcing the game in their native
languages. We never know what they’re
saying because McTiernan never
translates it for us. If it’s not important
enough to translate, then is it important
enough to have in the film?
Even worse are the drab action
sequences. The game, which has
possibility for excitement, is nothing
more than a whole bunch of people

XTREMEU-. Clockwise from top: Chris Klein takes it to the house, RomjinStamos and Klein share a romantic locker room moment,
and more extreme action to the MAX!

With a title like Collateral
Damage, one wonders if the
filmmakers couldn’t get rights to
“Traffic
for
Dummies.”
Nevertheless, Collateral Damage is
the best non-sci-fi vehicle since
Commando. Arnold plays Gordie, a
Los Angeles fireman whose wife and
child are killed in one of “The Wolf’s”
tenor bombings. Ah-nuld vows to
take revenge, travels to Columbia,
busts up a John Leguizamo-led
cocaine cartel, and goes to work with
a Casey Jones from Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles (Elias Koteas)-led
renegade CIA team.
For all its absurdity, mugging for
the camera, and awful screen writing,
Collateral Damage is quite the
involving, exciting, and dopey action
movie. The acting is pitch-perfect for
the genre, the effects team avoided
the CGI that brought The Sixth Day
down, and the screenwriters slipped
in one great plot twist and only one
Ah-nuld one-liner. See it, love it, and
enjoy that the man who kicked the
devil’s ass in End ofDays is still alive,
kicking, and drinking coffee out of
an American flag mug.
GRADE: B+

rolling around and knocking each other is completely unbelieveable: one minute
down. There are countless shots of they are fighting, the next they are
players falling down and being checked steaming up the locker room. Their
into walls. One action sequence finds romance is pointless and takes away
Jonathan and Ridley attempting to from an already stuffed story.
escape from Petrovich’s grasp. They’re
Rollerball is easily the worst film of
on a motorcycle rushing for the border 2002, and it’s only February. It’s poorly
as a plane chases them down the road. plotted, chugging clunky between story
The scene, which could be considered points like a first grader’s book report.
exciting, is fully shot in green-light The picture has been postponed for
NightShot feature on a consumer video months, and it’s certainly not worth the
camera for no particular reason wait. It’s hard to find where to place the
whatsoever. You can’t see what’s blame. There were talks of rewrites, re
happened, and spend the rest of the shoots, and re-edits, and goodness knows
picture trying to figure out the stylized where or when this whole film went
shot’s significance.
south. But if you need someone to
Clearly we get information on a need- blame, try screenwriters Larry Ferguson
to-know basis, which turns making sense and John Pogue. Seriously, give them a
of anything a daunting task. There’s the call. Or do what I did. Head down to
gratuitous riot scene, in which angry LL Cool J’s house and demand for your
mobs run down the street and bum cars. money back. He lives blocks away from
Evidently those rioters are upset about me in Long Island. Write me and I’ll
something, whatever it is. Players are give you the address. Until then, don’t
sometimes forced to don tattoos of waste your time and money, for
numbers on their left cheeks, below their Rollerball isn’t even rental-worthy.
eyes. This seems to be a bad thing, Unless of course, you fast-forward to the
almost a branding of people into best part of the-movie end credits credits.
machines. At least that’s what I think, GRADE: F
—by Mark M. Balas '03
for McTieman never told me otherwise.
All I know was that Aurora (Rebecca
Romijn-Stamos), a teammate and
Jonathan’s lover, was marked later in the
picture, causing Jonathan to whisper to
PC Dept, of Theatre, Dance, & Film
himself shockingly, “She’s been
numbered,’ or something pathetically
announces
along those lines. So what? There’s also
the mysterious Serge, a friend or brother
or distant cousin of Aurora’s who’s been
missing. She and Jonathan travel to his
house, only to find it in ruins and an
The Leopold and Loeb Story
intruder waiting. He’s quickly beaten to
By John Logan
the ground and the two flee, wondering
what happened and who that was. I was
Friday & Saturday, February 22-23 at 8 PM
curious too. I still am.
The acting behind everything still
Sunday, February 24 at 2PM
hurts. Klein, who gave a dead-on
performance in Election, delivers one of
♦ ♦♦♦♦
the saddest action hero performances
ever witnessed. He has no chemistry
with any of the other actors in the fdm,
Directed by
alienating himself from the cast. A stale
Professor Mary G. Farrell
LL Cool J can’t seem to decide how he
wants to play his character. In the
Featuring
beginning he’s a helpful friend who is
Ryan Brown, J.R. Poulin, Megan Peters,
only in the game to make enough money
Dan Janeiro, Betsey Jensen, Conor Tansey
to support his wife and kids. Halfway
And
through, he’s a player who is looking for
Guest artist Mark Peckham as Clarence Darrow
some action on and off the court. In the
end, he’s disappeared, and McTieman
never tells us where. Rebecca RomijnSeating is limited, so act now!
Stamos is useless, dawning an ugly black
wig and a horrible accent. Her full front
For tickets, call 865-2218
nudity scenes were cut out to get the PG13 rating, so her purpose in the film is
questionable. Her romance with Klein

Never the Sinner
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Taste

of

the Town
With Alexandra Silveira ’02

3 Steeple Street
3 Steeple Street
272-3620

Beanie Sigel brings Phili rap to this years highlight
State Property Soundtrack.
Dave Mayo ’02
A&E Staff
by

With the recent release of Roc-AFella Production’s latest film State Prop
erty, along came one of the hottest
soundtracks of the new year. There is
no Jay-Z, no Memphis Bleak — this is
all about Beanie Sigel and his misfit crew
representing Philadelphia rap to the full
est. With a mission to add some depth
to Roc-A-Fella’s already impressive ros
ter, Beanie went back to his hometown
and scoured the neighborhoods for the
best unsigned rappers that Philly had to

Various Artists
State Property Soundtrack
Roc-A-Fella Records

offer: Freeway — his longtime protege
— was a no-brainer, and Oschino and
Sparks’ lyrical skills were a perfect fit
for the project. Finally came Rell and
Chris, and Neef from the Young Gunz.
The rest is history.
The first release off the album is “Roc
the Mic,” featuring the established
Beanie Sigel and up and coming RocA-Fella artist Freeway. Word has it that
this was added to the track list just for
fun in order to provide a party banger
that fans have come to expect from the
label. The energized beat may give
Beans his first chance to reach main
stream on his own. The connection be
tween the two shows how much of an
influence Beans had on the young Free
way, as the two flow like they been to
gether for years.
“Sun Don't Shine” gives the audience
the first taste of what the new kids on
the block have to offer. Despite an off
key harmonizing on the hook, everyone
holds their own. Surprisingly, you’re
caught off guard by how well Oschino
and Neef, two unknowns, can shine just
as bright as Beanie.
The passing of the mic continues on
in “It’s Not Right,” featuring rhymes by
Young Chris and Sparks as they reflect
on some of the treachery brought on by
their lives as hustlers. Despite the street
lyrics, there is a touch of insightfulness
in the hook “Tell me how we know, this
life we lead will take us places we don’t
wanna go...” The unique beats of piano
jabs and guitar plucks provide a unique
beat to fit the lyrical style.
The album’s best sounds are created
by the chemistry between Beanie and
Freeway. “No Glory,” a solo project by
Beanie, “B***H N****S,” and “Got
Nowhere” are collaborations with Free
way that provide some old school funk
beats with some style flavor. The rhymes
these two spit prove that Philly is still
the home of some of the best rappers.

Freeway sets out to steal the show in
his solo project, “International Hustler.”
In his first taste of the limelight, the
protege shows the teacher that he can
hold his own on the mic. Bursting out
rhymes about his lifestyle over a deep
drum and bass beat, Freeway sounds as
if he has been in the game his whole life
and is already living larger than half the
rappers out there.
“Hood I Know” tops the album off
when all five of the artists come together
to tell their tales of the streets of Philly.
Everyone feeds off of one another, pro
viding the best lyrics on the whole al
bum. With the continuous flowing sound
of a freestyle circle, Beanie doesn’t cast
his shadow on anyone, as each of the up
and coming rappers kicks their best
verses on the album. After Freeway,
Young Chris sounds like the most ready
to hit the vinyl and CD shelves.
Oschino and Sparks show they have
the ability to switch it up on the track
“Trouble Man.” Unlike the street,
rhyme-filled tracks that the album fea
tures, these two show a more mellow
sound. The piano beat sets the tone as
the two rhyme about the pain they felt
growing up and how surprised they are
at how far they’ve come.
On this 13 track compilation, there are
only a couple of beats worthy of the skip
button. “Sing My Song” features a hook
drawn out by an inebriated Sparks that
ruins the whole track. Along with “Why
Must I,” the tracks are weighed down
with terrible beats and hooks that butcher
and hinder the rapper’s abilities. The
only other down side is being able to dis
tinguish who is rhyming at times, which
you eventually learn after a few tracks.
This album creates a new sound that
Roc-A-Fella fans may not be used to.
With so many of the label’s hits being
labeled as pop and mainstream, Beanie
Sigel and his Illadelph counterparts give
a sound that hasn’t been heard at the Roc
in a while. The purpose of the
soundtrack is twofold: one, to give the
movie a sound to go with it, and State
Property does exactly that. With rhymes
from the streets, along with a few old
school beats, the album fits the mob at
mosphere the movie has created. Sec
ond, this was an opportunity to add depth
to the Roc-A-Fella family. The album
proves the roster is deeper than ever, and
the label has a good chance of continu
ing to reign.
GRADE: A-

Naming a restaurant after its location
seems comparable to having a luggage
lock combination of 1-2-3-4-5— except
in the case of 3 Steeple Street, an
example of restaurant savvy. A clear
name and location have translated word
of mouth into a varied and ever
changing clientele of young and old
alike.
Part of its success is an incredibly
appealing atmosphere. Dimly lit, the
brick walls are decorated with vibrant
paintings of people eating and brilliant
abstractions. Cozy, linen-covered tables
are adorned with freshly cut tulips and
lit by small oil lamps. The walls are
painted dark green, while ceiling beams
hang above to create an intimate air.
Unfortunately, our waitress did not
reflect the mood. She had a coldness that
was increasingly replaced by sickly
sweetness as the tab grew. Luckily, our
charming host was able to counteract her
negativity (and inefficiency).
Service aside, 3 Steeple Street has a
tempting choice of appetizers, special
sandwiches, dinner salads (10 in total),
and entrees, with a list of daily specials.
Prices on the regular menu vary from
around $5-$14, with most items toward
the lower range of the scale, making it
an affordable option. A special treat are
the tasty sesame breadsticks and
delicious dip to nibble on while making
a lunch or dinner choice.
A good way to begin is with classic
calamari or the innovative veggie
fritters, an assortment of vegetables fried
with a tempura batter and served with a
teriyaki-like sauce. However, don’t
expect classical tempura, as the batter
is light and the vegetables well-cooked
without being too soft.
Another good choice is the veggie
sandwich served with excellent fries.

The sandwich contains many different
vegetables
including
spinach,
cucumbers, tomatoes, and carrots, with
boursin cheese and Thousand Island
dressing.
Equally good is “The Mouse That
Roared” salad, containing mixed greens,
almonds, four cheeses, and broccoli with
a choice of dressing. Served with honey
mustard, the salad is more than filling.
Less satisfying is a scoop of run-of-themill tuna salad on a side salad where
classic and boring is easily confused.
For almond lovers, there is the
chicken almondine, a breast of chicken
sauteed with sliced almonds in a sweet
vermouth butter sauce. The dish is
slightly bland, but the overall texture of
the chicken is good and the slight
sweetness is pleasant. Surprisingly, the
accompanying side dish of red mashed
potatoes is more pleasing and a delicious
treat.
A dish to avoid is the chicken a la
orange special. The unappetizing orange
glaze is unlike any expectation that the
word “orange” conjures up, while the
smell is reminiscent of dirty gym socks
or kitchen trash.
Perhaps the best part of the meal is
the desserts made by Federal Hill’s
famous Pastiche. Among several
choices, the chocolate mousse cake
stands out as incredibly rich and flavorful
with an Oreo cookie crust. Another
wonderful choice is the fruit tart that
includes peaches, strawberries, and
raspberries in a flaky pastry crust.
For each of its negative aspects, there
is a balancing positive aspect to 3 Steeple
Street that makes a visit well worth your
while. It’s especially conducive to easy
talking between good friends.
GRADE: B-
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Based on a true story...
Blackfriars Theatre tackles the controversial
Never the Sinner
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The Bottom
Line
By Erin Keller 02

Trinity’s Taliban

Ryan Brown ’02 and J.R. Poulin ’03 (above) recreate the story of Leopold
and Loeb (below) in the Blackfriar’s Theatre’s Never The Sinner.

Bin on stage: Trinity Rep’s upcoming Homebody/Kabul brings a controversal
subject matter to the theater.

There was a time when the common
man had no knowledge of the Taliban,
Kabul wasn’t “on the map,” and Osama
bin Laden wasn’t a household name.
During this time “before the storm,”
downtown Providence],s Trinity
Repertory Company picked up a play
called Homebody/Kabul by Tony
Kushner and added it to its 2001/2002

Homebody/Kabul
Trinity Repertory Company
March 15-April 21, 2002

but the back of the stage. There are lev
els of stage that we play on and around
to denote the different times and scenes.
The result is exactly what we were go
ing for, a very intimate setting.” Add
ing to the intimacy of the production is
the size of the cast. With only seven ac
tors, Never the Sinner is one of
Blackfriars Theatre’s smallest produc
tions.
The play is centered mostly on the
relationship that developed between
Leopold and Loeb. The boys become
friends because they are both alienated
from their peers by their intelligence. On
the surface, they seem different, as
Directed by Mary Farrell
Leopold is almost anti-social and Loeb
Blackfriars Theatre, February 22-24
is very charming and gregarious. The
charged with murder in 1924 Chicago. bond that they create through their in
The trial’s famous characters include not tense philosophy and genius, however,
only Leopold and Loeb, but also defense is what eventually leads them to their
attorney Clarence Darrow (played by crime. The two get wrapped up in
guest actor Mark Peckham, director of Nietzsche’s philosophy of the
last year’s Anything Goes'), who is most ubermensch, or “superman,” and to
well-known for his participation in the gether they plot to carry out the murder
Scopes monkey trial of 1925. His clos of a younger boy as an experiment. The
ing statement is one of law’s most fa play is given an added dimension in the
mous, and it is also known as one of the homosexual undertones insinuated in the
closeness between the two young men.
most moving monologues in theatre.
Implied homosexuality is not the only
The play covers one year in the boys’
risque
theme of the play, however.
lives, but it is performed in an episodic
style jumping from trial scenes to pre Megan Peters ’02, who plays the pros
crime scenes to jail scenes. Ryan Brown ecuting attorney for the state, warns that
commented on this fast-paced style: “it’s people should come with open minds.
a welcome change to buckle down and “Never the Sinner is a wonderful work,”
get intense. The pace is different from says Peters, “but there is some subject
something like A Flea in her Ear, instead matter [such as capital punishment] that
of the pace producing comedy, it helps people may find offensive. [Playgoers]
along the drama.” Also, because of the just need to remember, though, that this
way the scenes switch back and forth, is a piece based on a true story, and if
the set cannot be very extensive or elabo you remember the time period it takes
rate. This sparse setting results in much place in, it is even more risque.”
Never the Sinner runs from February
more focus on the actors and action of
the play. Says Brown, “we’re almost 22-24 at Blackfriars Theatre. For tick
doing theatre in the round, playing to all ets, call extention 2219.
by Kelly Mack ’04
A&E Staff
Never the Sinner, Blackfriars
Theatre’s upcoming presentation (di
rected by Mary Farrell), promises to be
a more dramatic and intense experience
than anything else.this season has pro
duced. It tells the true story of Nathan
Leopold and Richard Loeb (played by
Ryan Brown ’02 and J.R. Poulin ’03),
two wealthy young men who were

Never the Sinner

season. The play was created to
enlighten us on themes and people who
are now, unfortunately, heavily
discussed.
The play was selected months before
the Sept. 11 tragedies as part of Trinity’s
New Play Festival For the pastSix
years, Trinity has devoted a slot in their
season to a new play. Trinity was excited
about receiving Homebody/Kabul for a
number of reasons. For starters, Tony
Kushner is the author of the Pulitzer
Prize winning Angels in America Parts
I and II. He is arguably one of the most
respected young playwrights of today,
and his works are eagerly anticipated.
Secondly, this play is new. With the
exception of a run at the New York
Theater Workshop, this play has never
been performed. The script has also not
been officially published yet, so many
do not know what the plot holds. Should
this become a massive success, the Rep
can justifiably boast that they were the
second stop on the trip to the big time.
So what is the play about? The plot
revolves around a British woman who
disappears in Afghanistan and the search
her husband and daughter undergo in
order to find her. It does discuss Osama
bin Laden. Characters in the play are
members of the Taliban. Since the play
was picked up in the summer, before
Sept. 11, the obvious question
surrounding this work is: how big is the
potential audience now?
There are two ways to spin this. First,
a look at the positive: the recent events
do not necessarily equate a PR nightmare
for this show. Perhaps the play is more
interesting, now that the public is
familiar with the characters, settings, and
situations. “Our biggest concern used
to be that people wouldn’t know where
Afghanistan was. We thought we would

have to instruct them on how to
pronounce ‘Kabul’,” says Trinty’s
Director of Communications Emily
Atkinson. Atkinson stresses that
Homebody/Kabul was chosen because of
the story, and not the recent events.
Trinity Repertory Artistic Director Oskar
Eutis echoes: “Homebody/Kabul is a
gripping, fascinating story which, like
Angels in America, does what theater
does best— help us explore the
important issues of our time as a
community.” Kushner is such a master
at weaving the political and the personal
in his plays that his name alone will
attract ticket sales. Many want to see
the first huge Kushner project since
Angels, regardless of what it is.
Yet there will inevitably still be some
who feel that since they have CNN, there
is no reason to see this play. Osama bin
Laden has invaded so much of American
life, it truly is amazing that he has
permeated our local theater so quickly,
even if his publicity was not Trinity’s
intention. For those who feel this way,
Atkinson assures that nothing in the play
is disrespectful to any of those who
suffered from the terrorist attacks.
Additionally, she reports that advance
ticket sales are not hurting.
There is no reason not to see this play.
It’s theater, not a newscast. It’s
respectful. It’s topical. It was written
by one of the greatest playwrights
around. And it could be the start of
something big. It was created and
selected without being affected by recent
events. That being said, recent events
should not keep us from viewing it.

Like that
article? Think
you could do
better? Write for
A&E. Pick up an
application at
104 A Slavin.

The Cowl 18

Arts & Entertainment

R.T. Grab Hooks vs.
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The Spaghetti Incident?

The struggle continues...
combination of rock ‘n’ roll bombast and
golly-gee country sensibility that forced
America to stand up and take notice.
Since the start of the decade, Garth has
eclipsed icons like Elvis, Billy Joel, and
Elton John on his way to becoming the
highest selling solo artist in the history
of music. He was pretty much the only
reliable commodity in the turbulent
world of ’90’s music, surviving its
petulant mood swings and releasing nine
records between 1990 and 2000, of
which only his Chris Gaines brainfart
met with anything less than enthusiastic
critical and commercial success. No
matter where you turn, Garth’s always
there, and that has proven to be a good
thing for popular music.
WINNER: Garth. Although I think that
Appetite is better front to back than any
one album Garth has released, his
longevity and his sales give him the edge
over Axl.

Over the hill: Axl Rose shows us that “Paradise City” is really a retirement
home in Florida.

-Continued from Page 13CATEGORY#1: ANAGRAMS (THE
REARRANGING OF LETTERS IN
A NAME TO MAKE NEW WORDS)
AXL: “Axl Rose” is an anagram for
“Oral Sex.”
GARTH: “Garth Brooks” is an anagram
for “R.T. Grab Hooks.”
WINNER: Axl (though I personally
wouldn’t mind being called R.T. Grab
Hooks).
CATEGORY #2: BEST CRAZY
MOMENT
AXL: If you had to pick just one, it
would have to be the time that Axl
showed up with a bodyguard and a gun
for a “one-on-one fair fight” with Vince
Neil of Motley Crue.
GARTH: Definitely outing his sister on
national television to demonstrate his
tolerance of homosexuals.
WINNER: Although Garth’s complete
lack of sense is pretty impressive, who
wouldn’t want to shoot Vince Neil? Axl
wins because he cheats.
CATEGORY #3: BEST SONG
ABOUT DRUGS
AXL: “Mr. Brownstone,” a Roy Jones,
Jr. hands-behind-my-back right hook of
a warning against the dangers of heroin
written by a sick smack addict. Irony
rocks.
GARTH: God-fearin’ Christians don’t
cotton to none of them fancy drugs. Just
gimme my jug of Mountain Dew.
WINNER: Axl, edging out Garth’s
purity with a vicious withdrawal-fueled
snap kick to the face.

CATEGORY #4: ATTITUDE
TOWARD CHILDREN
AXL: Has no charity in his heart, hates
all small children (well, probably), and
seeks only to implement innovative
concepts that will keep him rolling in
alcohol, cigarettes, and loose women.
GARTH: Is the proprietor of the
Teammates for Kids Foundation, a
charitable organization co-founded by
Brooks which exists “to develop and
implement innovative concepts that
generate funds for the benefit of
children’s charities.”
WINNER: Although there would be
something exhilarating about watching
Axl punch a little kid in the head, Garth
wins because the children are our future,
people.

CATEGORY #5: CREEPIEST
VIDEO
AXL: Man, this was a tough decision.
I’ve chosen “Welcome to the Jungle,”
which shows a young hayseed Axl
(actually chewing on a piece of freakin’
straw) coming off the bus from the
Midwest, acclimating himself to life in
sin-soaked L.A., and undergoing
freakish A Clockwork Orange Style
experiments while “real” Axl, hair all
teased out and leather pants a-blarin’,
kicks out the jams so hard that I nearly
peed my pants the first time I saw it
(okay, the first fifty). [Following closely
behind are Axl painted Lou Ferrignogreen and striving for the light at the end
of “Don’t Cry,” and the gun-wielding
psychosis of “Estranged.” What a sick
bastard],
GARTH: The closest thing to “creepy”
Garth has ever come up with (besides
those horrible jive-ass Dr. Pepper spots)
was the mildly unsettling video for “The
Thunder Rolls.” Wife-beating, torrential
downpours, and Garth looking all intense
probably scared some weak scoobs, but
he’s just too wholesome to really be
creepy.
WINNER: Axl, in a cakewalk.

CATEGORY #6: GUITAR PLAYERS
AXL: Slash and Izzy. Nuff said.
GARTH: Assorted, fat, denim-clad,
country dudes, some with ponytails.
Weak.
WINNER: Axl.
CATEGORY #7: PERIOD OF
DOMINANCE
AXL: 1987-1991. Nobody rocked
harder than Axl in the late ’ 80’s and early
’90’s. He bowed with Appetite for
Destruction in ’87, one of the highest
selling debut albums in music history,
and one of only a few mainstream rock
releases from the time period still worth
listening to. He ended this period with
his magnum opus, the ambitious double
LP Use Your Illusion, which spawned
monster hits “November Rain” and
“Don’t Cry,” and cemented G’N’R as
one of the biggest rock bands of all time.
For the five years before Nirvana
dropped Nevermind, Axl Rose was the
biggest name in rock music.
GARTH: 1990-present. 1 don’t know
if it’s possible to sell 104 million records
quietly, but if it is, Garth Brooks has done
it. Brooks took popular music by storm
in 1990 when he released No Fences, a

CATEGORY #8: PERSON LEAST
RESPONSIBLE
FOR
THE
BREAKUP OF GUNS ‘N’ ROSES
AXL: The one blemish on an otherwise
stellar rock star profile. You messed up,
Axl. You turned on Slash, Izzy, and Duff.
That was bush league. Now you chill
with Buckethead and promise that your
new record will sound like Nine Inch
Nails or something. Weak, bro. Really
weak.
GARTH: Completely blameless for
G’N’R breaking up.. .unless you cite his
country-fried rise to stardom as the
source of much of Axl’s angst and thus
as the ultimate reason for his disbanding
of Guns‘n’ Roses. But even I’m not that
blind. Axl must pay.
WINNER: Garth, because he didn’t kill
my childhood dream of seeing the one
true Guns ‘n’ Roses live. Axl’s a
jerkstore.

CATEGORY #9: POSITION ON
GOD
AXL: “I believed in God once,. .but then
he let me down.”
GARTH: “Some of God’s greatest gifts
are unanswered prayers.”
WINNER: Draw - one guy’s a big
whiner, the other guy’s a big weiner, and
I don’t even know if I can tell the
difference. This one’s a wash.

CATEGORY #10: WORST ALBUM
CONCEPT
AXL: The Spaghetti Incident? - a covers
collection which saw G’N’R bassist Duff
“Rose” McKagan singing Johnny
Thunders’ “You Can’t Put Your Arms
Around A Memory.” Duff singing.
What the hell?
GARTH: In The Life of Chris Gaines a pre-soundtrack to a never-made movie
about a fictional rock star. Yep, this was
every bit as stupid as it sounded.
WINNER (although in this case,
winning isn’t good): Garth - The
Spaghetti Incident? had a mysterious
name and an awesome version of “Since
I Don’t Have You.” All Gaines had was
a soul patch.
The winner, by a score of 6-3 (Garth’s
win for “Worst Album Concept” is
actually a loss), is Axl Rose. The ferocity
of this battle reminds us of the lesson
we learned in Spaceballs: evil will
always triumph because good is dumb.
Garth comes out all smiles and
hospitality expecting a good-natured and
fair contest - he didn’t count on getting
roughed up by bodyguards hardcore
style, or on a chest-protector, kilt, and
N.W.A. hat clad Axl screaming the lyrics
to “Get In The Ring” at him while it was
going on. Garth’s only chance would
be to ring up Vince Neil, but that dude’s
all fat and dumb now anyways. Axl
wins, and as a result, I’ll solemnly carry

my torch for Appetite-era Axl for the rest
of my days, all the while suppressing the
joy I felt at watching Garth on Saturday
Night Live. Adieu, Garth. Adieu.
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Check it Out

What’s new at Phillips Memorial Library
The vine of desire: a novel /
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni

A general theory of love I
Thomas Lewis, Fari Amini, Richard
Lannon

My happy life: a novel I
Lydia Millet
The shell collector: stories I
Anthony Doerr

The brutal language of love:
stories I Alicia Erian

Salvation: Black people and love /
bell hooks

Healing earthquakes: a love story
in poems I
Jimmy Santiago Baca
Heartsblood: hunting, spirituality,
and wildness in America /
David Petersen

Hateship, friendship, courtship,
loveship, marriage: stories I
by Alice Munro

Literary seductions: compulsive
writers and diverted readers I
Frances Wilson

What lips my lips have kissed: the
loves and love poems of
Edna St. Vincent Millay I Daniel
Mark Epstein

For more information, contact
Leslie Lanzieri, ext. 1994,
llanzier@providence.edu or
Ann Sullivan, ext. 1908,
asullivan@providence.edu
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19 Things to do off campus...
Fine Arts
• Photography Exhibit (through 2/
16), AS220 (call for times)
• Specimens - by V. Sheri Willis
(1/18-2/18), Corridor Gallery,
Fine Arts Center Galleries, URI
(call for times)
• You are I and I am You photography by Jo Yarrington
(1/24-3/6), Photography Gallery,
Fine Arts Center Galleries, URI
(call for times)
• Imprints, Punctures, and Other
Pointed Maneuverings (1/28-3/
8), Main Gallery, Fine Arts
Center Galleries, URI (call for
times)
Music
• Jazz with Scott Hamilton and
friends (2/14-2/15), Chan’s (call
for times)
• Sno Core Rock 2002 (2/15),
Lupo’s, 8 PM
• Max Creek (2/16), Lupo’s, 9:30
PM
• Winter Jazz (2/16), Roberts Hall,
Rhode Island College, 8 PM
• Gospel Music Concert (2/18),
Roberts Hall, Rhode Island
College, 7 PM
• Soulfly (2/19), Lupo’s, 8 PM
• Sanchez (2/20), Lupo’s, 9:30
PM

Theatre
• Present Laughter (2/13-2/17),
Forman Theatre, Rhode Island
College (call for times)
• True West (277-3/9), Sandra
Feinstein-Gamm Theatre (call
for times)
• Mamma Mia! (2/26-3/10),
PPAC, tickets on sale now
• The French Revolution: Part
Deux (2/16-3/17), Perishable

•

Theatre (call for times)
Thunder Knocking on the Door
(2/15-3/24), Trinity Repertory
Theatre (call for times)

Etc
• Murder on Us Dinner Theatre
presents “Survivor: The
Mystery” (through 2/23), The
Bamsider (call for times)
• Cityside Skatepark Providence,
Dunkin’ Donuts Center (call for
schedule)
• Improv Jones, Perishable
Theatre, every Thursday and
Saturday at 10 PM

Addresses and Phone Numbers
• AS220, 115 Empire Street, 8319327
•
Bamsider, 375 South Main
Street, 245-5850
• Chan’s, 267 Main Street,
Woonsocket, 765-1900
• Dunkin’ Donuts Center, One La
Salle Square, 273-5000
•
Forman Theatre, Rhode Island
College, 600 Mount Pleasant
Avenue, 456-8194
• Lupo’s, 239 Westminster Street,
272-5876
• Perishable Theatre, 95 Empire
Street, 331-2695
• PPAC, 220 Weybosset Street,
421-2787
• Roberts Hall, Rhode Island
College, 600 Mount Pleasant
Avenue, 331-6060
• Sandra Feinstein-Gamm Theatre,
31 Elbow Street, 831-2919
• Trinity Repertory Company, 201
Washington Street, 351 -4242
• URI Fine Arts Center, 105 Upper
College Road, Kingston, 8742775
—compiled by Adrienne
Larsen-Silva ’02

Advertising
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Resident Assistant Selection
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO
SERVE YOUR FELLOW STUDENTS AND THE
PROVIDENCE COLLEGE COMMUNITY?

BE PART OF A TEAM

HELP OTHERS ACHIEVE THEIR DREAMS

CHALLENGE YOURSELF

DEVELOP LEADERSHIP SKILLS

GIVE OF YOURSELF

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN SOMEONE’S LIFE

DISTINGUISH YOURSELF

ACCEPT NEW RESPONSIBILITY

ACCOMPLISH GOALS

BUILD COMMUNITY ON CAMPUS

BE A ROLE MODEL

BE AN INSTRUMENT OF CHANGE

THE OFFICE OF RESIDENCE LIFE IS LOOKING FOR YOU.

Resident Assistant applications for the
2002-2003 academic year are coming soon.
To find out more, and to receive an applica
tion, simply attend an information session
on either February 19th or 20th at 7:00 pm
in the Aquinas Lounge. Talk with current
Resident Assistants about their experiences
and see if becoming a Resident Assistant is
right for you. We hope to see you there.
“Of Those To Whom Much Is Given, Much Is Expected.”
Luke 12:48

The Cowl
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Everyday
by

Tracy Kennedy ’02

Portfolio Staff

Like most people in the post-holiday
season, Emily was really getting the feel
ing that her life was incredibly mundane.
Every day she got up at 7:30 a.m. After
eating Special K with bananas, she fed
her cat, took a shower, got dressed and
rode the elevator down to the lobby.
Once on the street, she crossed, when
there was a space in the traffic.
Taking the same route that she took
everyday, Emily stopped at the Dunkin’
Donuts along the way. Everyday, she
saw the same sad old man sitting in the
window of the shop and she smiled at
him. She didn’t even know his name
and he probably didn’t know hers, but
she sometimes bought him a coffee or a
muffin or a Valentine’s Day theme
doughnut. It was amazing how his face
lit up whenever he saw her.
Scurrying down the crowded city
streets, she usually arrived at work with
fifteen minutes to spare. Emily worked
as a receptionist in a large advertising
agency. Same crap, same pain-in theneck clients every single day. With her
headset securely fastened to her head for
eight hours a day, she handled all incom
ing calls: prospective clients, harassing
calls from solicitors, active clients who
had problems with their accounts, all
screaming in her ear. Emily was so sick
of her job because she didn’t feel like
she made a difference in life. She was a
small speck in a large corporation.
Graduating with a degree in English,
Emily had wanted to write something
powerful, something that changed lives
or at least gave more meaning to her life.
And now she was answering phones.
Every night, Emily gathered her lunch
containers and bags and headed home.
And every night, she passed the same
scene in reverse from the morning. Cars

still flying by, streets crowded with
people rushing home, the old man still
sitting in the window of Dunkin' Donuts.
Did he ever move?
One morning, as she rushed into the
coffee shop, Emily decided to grab a
doughnut for the little old man by the
window. She always got him a choco
late covered because that’s what she al
ways saw him eating. When she handed
him the doughnut with a smile, his warm,
wrinkled hand touched hers.
“Please sit down. ”
As Emily normally received a quiet
smile, or a nod, or a mumbled “Thank
you” from this man, she was confused
by his sudden and unexpected request.
But something made her stay. Maybe it
was because he reminded her of her
grandfather on whose lap she used to
spend hours telling stories and day
dreaming. Or maybe she still wasn’t
settled with the fact that she had moved
to the big city halfway across the coun
try. "Something pulled her to the seat
across from this gentleman.
“What is your name, child?”

by

“I’m Emily, what’s your name?”
“Emily, I’m Antonio,” his softly ac
cented voice replied. He began to speak
about his life, his one true love, his chil
dren, his childhood—everything. He
told of immigrating to the United States
in 1925 with his newly wedded wife and
beginning a life in a new country, where
neither spoke the language. Antonio told
Emily about watching four children
grow into beautiful, successful adults,
whom he never heard from anymore.
Not since their mother died.
Antonio’s voice only faltered twice,
when he spoke of his wife’s death and
his children’s absence. During the con
versation, Emily started to talk about her
hopes and aspirations, how much she
hated her company and how she desper
ately desired to write.
As they finished, the wintry sun was
fading in the sky. The time had passed
without much notice by either Emily or
Antonio. Emily had missed an entire day
of work, but that didn’t seem to matter
anymore. In fact, she kind of liked the
idea of someone else dealing with the
phones. She was thrilled to have bro
ken her everyday routine.
Emily helped Antonio to his apart
ment building next door and up the stairs.
As they parted ways, Antonio took
Emily’s hands in his. “Grazie, bella. I
have wanted to share my story and to
day I decided to tell you. Tu sei
un’angelo. You are angel. Ciao bella.”
As Emily walked down the stairs and
into the brisk night air, she thought about
her day with Antonio. She thought about
that, and she thought about where her
life was going. Antonio had so much
passion in his life story, yet the fire
seemed to have died in her life. Why
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Sara Schepis ’04

Portfolio Staff

In the early morning sunlight,
The pale light, the dawn light,
I rise.
I say my prayers, dress, and smooth
My bed
By this light,
Just a faint infusion in the air.
I move to the door.
Traced out in lines of light.
This is the day.
My eyes squint as I look eastward.
At last I can bear the light’s brilliance:
O Illuminator of Light, let my interior
Diamond castle
Reflect what I knowYour holy light of Day swells in bright
tide
And thus dispels uncomprehending
Darkness.
And may I never take that light,
The Sun, the Flame, for granted.

The
Adequate
Zone
(Green Lucky
Number)
by

Joan Barker’04

Portfolio

editor

The twelfth of May,
my legs are smooth
beneath a satin skirt
and my foot slips
out of a wom-in sandal.
My tea has grown cold
between free software
and an empty stapler,
Sunday will be seventyone and rainy...
morning shift company:
vague talk radio.
I feel lost on an old,
familiar street.
An address scribbled
through to a carbon
copy,
folded in a nervous
palm,
a site where life falls
still.
This static licorice is
lazy today,
like a parade drawn by
the wind.
Shed my worries
to the clipboard’s
wooden glare
and look away,
as the pen leaves ink
stains
on my thoughts.
The glass is cool against
my elbow,
your life stuck to my
skin.
Living a day
not meant to be felt,
until midweek,
on an afternoon bus.
The smell of orange
pekoe
off my breath belongs
to the roundtrip.
Three creams, no sugar.
To stall the tension,
I turn down the volume,
and let Putnam County
slip north.

Portfolio
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The New
Nuclear
Family

February 14,2002

The following is a mystery series, written (by a Portfolio
Staff member) in seven parts, which the Portfolio section
will be running weekly. So stay tuned and enjoy!

The Adventure of
the Vanished
Countryman
(Part 1 of 7)
By John H. Watson

Dedicated to Sir. A. Conan Doyle

by

Kaitin Fluet ’03

Portfolio Staff

Living situations in college often de
velop into mini, more dramatic versions
of the typical suburban American fam
ily. The term “nuclear” is used to de
scribe the smallest units of these “typi
cal” families. A college dorm room or
apartment can easily adopt the same
characteristics of these small, concen
trated families, and thus the “nuclear
roommate” situation is bom. In this rou
tinely dysfunctional and unreservedly ir
rational circumstance, the persons forced
to cohabitate will grow on and feed off
each other. The result is frequently vola
tile. You know that you and your room
mates have “gone nuclear” when the
majority of the following guidelines ap
ply to you:

- You sit around the television attempt
ing to identify which roommate matches
up to each Golden Girl. You argue bit
terly over selection.
- You no longer refer to each other by
name. Instead, you make up names for
each other that make little or no sense.
You get bonus points if you use. those
names so often that people outside of the
nucleus begin using those same names
as well.
- You have memorized each others’
schedules so that when a family mem
ber calls, you (without consulting the
schedule on the wall) can say with cer
tainty, “Sorry, Steph is not here right
now, she is busy dismembering wasps
for research. She will not return until
her gels are complete.” Sadly, those ex
planations will actually make sense to
you.
- In addition to knowing where they are
at all times, you also know your room
mates’ professors by name and their
quirky classroom habits. For example,
dinnertime conversation may very well
include such comments and questions as,
“So, did crazy Dr. So-and-So relate his
views on the ethical pros and cons of
bestiality during your classroom discus
sion today? And did he also do that
twitchy thing with his hands? You know,
the thing he does when he gets really
worked up?” Note: You have never had
this professor in your life.
- You subconsciously know when it’s OK
to take a shower and when it is not. In
fact, you each have rigid yet unofficial
“designated” or “reserved” times in the
toilet and shower.
- You do not speak. Rather, you grunt at

each other, regardless of whether or not
you have food or a toothbrush in your
mouth. You understand exactly what the
other person is grunting about. A whole
new language develops from this grunt
ing so that when you speak to outsiders,
they oftentimes have no idea what you’re
saying.
- During parents’ weekend-type events,
you “adopt” or “borrow” a roommate’s
parent because you are a parents’ week
end orphan. They see no problem with
such a proposition.
- You automatically and bitterly despise
(redundancy, I know) ex-boyfriends or
ex-significant others.
- The unique dialectical idiosyncrasies
of your cohabitants begin to rub off on
you. In a short period of time, you be
gin to say things like “sketchy,” “mother
of a goat,” “the bomb dig,” “skillet” and
“homeslice” after never having said
those words or phrases in the first eigh
teen years of your life.

When I think of the many cases which
I have been privileged to share with my
famous friend Mr. Sherlock Holmes, I
am amazed not only at the great number
of cases he has solved but at the variety
of clients that have sought his help. I can
remember the inconsiderable times he
has been employed by people of the
highest stations desiring him to unravel
some international problem, yet as many
times the sofa at Baker Street has been
adorned by some poor chap come up
from the docks. Our humble sitting room
has seen the villainous, wronged, dis
tressed and perplexed pass through it, but
we need never fear, for we have ex
hausted every possibility for the unique
and unusual.
It was early in December, soon after
the first snowfall, and Holmes had just
finished a chemical experiment. I was
writing a letter when we heard the bell
ring. Holmes looked up eagerly at the
prospect of a client, for he had had no
case for a week and I knew it was irk
some for him to be even a few days with
out anything on which to exercise his
keen facilities.
“A visitor for us, I fancy,” said he and
he, was not mistaken. In a moment there
was a timid knock upon our door.
“Come in.”
A young lady, only just too old to be
called a girl, stood in the doorway. She
was wearing a simple, navy dress and a
much worn shawl. Her features were
plain but pleasant and well defined. At
that moment her brown eyes and dark
hair appeared darker because of the pal
lor of her face that almost matched the
white of her bonnet. Breathless, she
looked from one of us to the other.
“Mr. Holmes?” she a»fao3k

seeing her appearance, went quickly to
her side and indeed was only in time to
save her from falling as she fainted. I
fetched a restorative at once and she soon
revived. As she sat up on the sofa she
accepted a glass of water with a blush.
“You must excuse me, gentlemen,”
she said as we resumed our seats. “After
all that has happened today, I only won
der that I kept my feet until now.” She
looked imploringly at Holmes. “You
must help me, Mr. Holmes! I am so
frightened. Milo has disappeared and 1
am alone. You are the only hope I have,
and save for he who loves me, I know
not another soul in all England, not a
soul!”
“There, you must calm yourself and
tell me in what way I can be of assis
tance. First of all, what is your name,
madam?” She hesitated a moment but
then her face cleared and she answered,
“My name is Mrs. Ivy Marlin Eastly.
You may wonder that I hesitate, but Milo,
my husband, told me that I was to use
my maiden name only, even though I told
him over and over I wouldn’t ever be
ashamed to be his wife, no matter what
had happened. He also told me not to
wear my ring though I didn’t feel right
about that either. That was just before
we left to come here.”
“If you would
have the goodness to start your narra
tive from the beginning and take care not
to omit any details even if they seem im
material.” Holmes leaned back in his
chair to listen in the meditative attitude
I knew so well.
“As you can see, I am an American,
bom and raised in New York. I was or
phaned at a young age and sent to live
with my only kin, a distant relative I
called Aunt Julia. It was there I learned
Adventures, page 23

a few unsteady steps inside. My friend,

Learn German This Summer
At URI
- Your roommates revise and/or modify
songs and their lyrics to fit your lifestyle.
Some current examples from my own
experience are, “Kait to the Izzo,” and
“How Sweet it is to Be Roomies with
You.” They will incessantly serenade
you with these makeshift tunes. They
claim that they do this not because they
“have lived with you too long” but in
stead “love you too much.”
- You discuss a variety of bodily func
tions and oddities in all seriousness.
- You take pictures of each other for the
craziest reasons and/or during the most
obscure events. Any person developing
these pictures would think, “What a
waste of film. What is this girl wearing
a ladybug costume doing biting that girl
in the gray shirt who looks like she’s in
a trance?” When the clan of roommates
sees that same picture, they all immedi
ately think, “Wow, what a great interpretation/impression of a girl being bitten
by a rabid love bug.”

2002

Summer

School

June 23 - August 2,2002

The University of Rhode Island, in cooperation with the Goethe Institute

Boston, is hosting the 20th Annual German Summer School of the Atlantic.
German will be the sole language of communication, and German life and

culture the heart of this six-week residency program of intensive language
study. Earn up to nine undergraduate or graduate credits while living in the
beautiful surroundings of our country campus, just minutes away from

Rhode Island s magnificent beaches and historic Newport. This program is
ideally suited for anyone wishing to enroll in beginning through master’s

level German. Take advantage of this rare opportunity to participate in this

total German language experience.
Contact: Dr. Norbert Hedderich,
Dept, of Languages,
URI, Kingston, Rl 02881
Phone: 401-874-4710

E-mail: hedderich@uri.edu

UNIVERSITY OF

web: www.uri.edu/iep/dssa

Hearing impaired: 401-277-5020
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Clearly, these nuclear roommates do
share a special kind of love.

German

Washington

Street,

Rhode Island
Providence

A Feinstein Enriching America Program Member.
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Thoughts,
Confessions and
Revelations of a Second
Semester Senior
(Part II)
by

Leslie Heller ’02

Portfolio Staff

(Due to positive response from several
other seniors, I have come up with just
a few more statements about what I’ve
been thinking this spring semester.
Enjoy!)

It is beginning to get harder and harder
to focus on anything labeled “work.”
Lately, I have been happier hanging
out than going out.
I did not make a New Year’s resolution
to work out after three years of
breaking it.
I have realized that I am now truly old
enough to make my own decisions.
I have also realized that my parents
don’t agree with all those decisions
(Though, for the most part they mean
well).
By this weekend, I will have finally
gone to Prime Time.
Either electives are getting harder or I
officially have Senioritis.
I am ordering and eating out more.
I have grown gutsy talking about

school issues with faculty or staff
members.
Commencement is not for a few
months, yet it has already become a
bigger fiasco than expected.
I am getting more and more mail from
Career Services, most of which does
not apply to me.
I am beginning to feel like deadlines
should not apply to seniors.
I am 21 years old and I can not get the
new Britney Spears song out of my
head. “I’m not a girl...”
There are so many courses I wish I had
taken while still an undergraduate.
I am starting to buy “career” clothes.
I am still not exactly,sure what that
career will consist of.
I am getting sick of waiting in line at
the bars while under-aged
underclassmen sit warmed up inside.
I have begun to think “after a few
more months I will not have to deal
with (place names here) ever again.”
Senior pictures are a rip-off.
Campus parking tickets have become a
fear of the past.
By the end of this semester I may own
enough PC gear to outfit an army.

Everyday
- Continued from page 21 shouldn’t she try to be a writer? She was
young. And what a more perfect way to
begin her career than with Antonio’s
story. Hell, that could be a novel.
Emily was heading on vacation back
home to see her family that week. She
would have to wait until the following
week to see him again. It was late, but
she decided that Monday morning, she
would ask Antonio for the rights to his
story and then promptly quit that god
awful job.
After a wonderful week with her fam
ily, Monday morning, following the nor
mal route, she practically ran to Dunkin’
Donuts. She looked in the window, but
Antonio wasn’t there. She went inside
and asked the woman at counter, “Have
you seen the older man that usually sits
by the window?”
“No, I haven’t actually. It’s so strange
too because he left a note for someone
named Emily, but I haven’t seen him
since. He seemed a little ill when he was
last here.” A pit formed in Emily’s stom
ach. “I’m Emily.” She opened the let
ter and began to read.

Bella Emily,
Since you are reading this, you are
back from your visit with yourfamily. I
hope that you had a wonderful time with
them. I am sick, bella, and I have re
turned to my daughter’s home in Arizona
to spend my final days among my chil
dren. Life is growing short and I do not
wish to leave this world not speaking to
the people I love.
I want you to write my story, Emily. I
want you to share it with others, to let it
be the beginning ofgreat things for you.
You have a passion for the written word
and I believe that you can give life to my
wife’s and my memory. You are a beau
tiful person, child, with a rich soul and
a heart full of love for others. You have
touchedjmy life arid my heart with your
everyday goodness.
A incontramo nel paradiso,
(Until we meet in heaven)
Antonio

Her tears dropped on the page, but
Emily knew what she had to do.
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1996
by

Matt Daly ’02

Portfolio Staff

Driving fed rebellion.
Silent in a back seat,
watching pavement appear in
headlights
after the most darkness
we could handle,
sneaking out to the forest house
on Deercliff road,
where some guy killed his family
and dropped them in his well.
Could we stand on the plank that
crossed it,
and dare to jump?
Everytime we drop the lights,
you can see flashes through the trees,
but it’s better to try and focus on the
median,
according to them at least....
but it’s 12AM, do you know where my
parents are?
They’re practicing in their sleep
to forget they are alive,
while an enlightened few
race on in blackness
towards a lifetime of uncertainty
and constant change.
Eight years later I’m wondering,
how the passion blinded me
into believing I wasn’t a hypocrite,
along for the ride
in his father’s ’72 Catalina,
playing The Who,
and buying everything you sold us.

The Adventure of the
Vanished Countryman
do. That was why he came to the States,
to get a new start. Like myself he is an
orphan, with no family to speak of.
my trade.”
After he came over he worked at a ship
“You are a seamstress.” Holmes in ping office. Well, we lived in a board
terjected, hardly opening his eyes. “But ing house in Hillbridge at first and just
you occasionally do work as a laun a week after the wedding Milo received
dress.” Our visitor looked startled.
a small package that seemed to worry
“Why yes, that’s true, but how did him. He tried to laugh it off as nothing
you know?” Holmes smiled.
but I could see he wasn’t easy from the
“Without going into the more spe first.”
cialized details of the effect of one’s oc
“Do you have any idea as to the con
cupation on the hands, you have a tent or sender of this package?” Holmes
needle stuck in your collar.”
inquired.
“Oh, I am always doing so and for
“Only that it was mailed from Lon
getting. At any rate, yes, I did become don. He wouldn’t let me see so much
a seamstress in a small town in the as a hair of what it was inside. What
country. Business never was very pros ever it was ended up in his safe box. It
perous, we were rather poor, in fact, but is a metal box, about the size of that
we got on somehow and our life was a dictionary there. He always has it near
settled one. That was when I met Milo, about. I’ve never seen inside but the key
three months ago, in September. He is is on his watch chain.”
“Did you never ask what it con
English and said he had been in the
states some little time. He had come tained?”
into the shop and wanted to ask his way
“Oh, yes, Mr. Holmes, for I was cu
but came back the next day to speak to rious. He got upset when I asked that.
me. He is such a good man and we were ‘What’s valuable and no good’ was all
engaged that very week. Aunt Julia was he’d say and not a word more. It’s un
upset when she heard saying I was too like him to be so secretive since he was
young to know my mind and that I always so open and confiding. It was a
should look to marry someone richer week after he got the package that Milo
who wasn’t a foreigner. I thought that came home from work very early, more
it was just terrible to speak of him so upset then I’ve ever seen him. He had a
and I knew my decision was as true as letter that he kept glancing at and groan
the Gospel is.”
ing.
“Was your subsequent marriage a
‘Ivy,’ he said, ‘Have you ever been
secret one?”
to England?’
“No, but since it was still disap
‘No, never.’
proved of I was only able to bring my
‘
I’
m
afraid I must go back there at once,
very small personal savings, hardly
and for good, like as not. And you must
anything, to the marriage, which took
come with me. We leave as soon as we
place a month later.”
can.’
“What is your husband’s business?”
“He used to be a finance clerk here
To be continued...
in London. He told me how he had
(Wondering why Milo is missing? Tune
started a little business of his own but
in next week for part 2 of 7)
that it had failed despite all he could

- Continued from page 22 -

-j

February 14,2002

Portfolio

The Cowl 24

Around Valentine’s Day, some good music and a box of chocolats should be all you need to feel good. However,
some people have let these harmful distractions cycle into out-of-control obsessions. Read on to find out what
addictions haunt these two writers.

My Dark Master

Musically Inclined
by

Jessica Albetski ’04

Portfolio Staff

"Music is a moral law. It gives soul to
the universe, wings to the mind, flight to
the imagination, a charm to sadness, and
life to everything. ”
-Plato
I have a disease. Now don’t get
worried. I’m not dying; it’s not fatal.
Actually, it doesn’t really affect my
health, though it has the potential if I let
it get out of hand. Perhaps a better term
for disease would even be addiction or
obsession. For example, people who are
addicted to things, such as coffee, need
that substance to go through their daily
functions.
I, myself, am addicted to music.
There are much worse things to be
addicted to, of course, yet, as any
addiction, it still incapacitates my
behavior in several ways. For instance,
1 pass away hours of my week, when I
could be studying, with my headphones
on, listening to music and downloading
more.
Even when 1 do get around to
studying, which usually takes place in
Slavin, 1 end up drowning out to the
noise from the CTN videos and the
chatter of people. Sometimes it helps me
concentrate when I’m reading, but there
are other times when I can’t resist singing

to a favorite song of mine. Now, I don’t
stand up and start serenading the people
in Alumni, I just softly mouth the words
of the song, rock my head to the beat,
and quietly go about my business.
In other cases, the obsession gets so
out of control that I find myself not
wanting to go to class because I can’t
bear to turn off Winamp! Pretty sad huh?
I rationalize my desires. In my head I
think, “I’ll just play this one last song,
and then I’ll go.” Sometimes that one last
song turns into two or three'. I’ve never
skipped class for the sake of music
before, but I have been late a few times
to meetings.. .and even to my job.
As many other addictions, my love
of music often leaves a big dent in my
wallet. My CD collection is really large
and my MP3 collection is five times
bigger (though, technically, MP3s don’t
cost anything). Yet, if you have a small
hard drive, which can’t hold hundreds
of songs, you need a bigger one, and that
costs money. Then, to put these music
to onto, CD’s, you also need to spend
money on a CD burner, CD-R s, etc
While it’s healthier than most other
addictions, in terms that it doesn’t harm
my health, if I just spent my days
listening to music, I would fail out of
school and have no social contact with
the rest of the world. My advice o
anyone with similar symptoms as mine,
know vyhen to put the headphones down,
and pick the textbook up.

by

Maria Monaco ’02

Portfolio Staff

I have a serious problem. It’s been
several years now and I haven’t wanted
to admit it openly, but I think I need help.
I have an addiction, a very strong
addiction. My friends tried to point this
out to me before, but I refused to see it.
This addiction has become my dark
master. I’ll do almost anything for it;
I’ll try almost any variety. I’m addicted
to the cocoa bean...I’m addicted to
CHOCOLATE.
I knew that I had a problem with
chocolate when I couldn’t go through a
single day without chocolate of some
kind melting in my mouth and not in my
hand. I’ve even eaten chocolate for
breakfast. Nutella; have you ever heard
of it? It’s a chocolate lover’s dream. It’s
spreadable chocolate. You can put it on
a bagel. You can put it on bread. You
can mix it with peanut butter. You can
do a wide variety of things with it. And
it’s part of a balanced breakfast.
Lunch usually goes without
chocolate, unless of course I go to Ray.
There’s always at least some chocolate
dessert being offered there. Chocolate
cake or chocolate chip cookies or that
chocolate chip cookie cake thing.. .that’s
genius. Dinner’s the same thing, with
chocolate milk to wash it down. (Milk
is good for you right?)

And then there are the extras. Those
little M&M’s are so cute and innocent.
What can one possibly do to me? Or
two? Or twenty? And they have my
name on them, or at least my initial.
They’re so deceptive. You can never
have just one and the next thing you
know you’ve finished a good handful
and wondering if you got gypped
because the bag seems less full this time.
Oh, I ate that many whoops.
And then there’s the king of them all,
Ben and Jerry’s Phish Food ice cream.
Damn those two ice cream-making
hippies and their delicious chocolate
varieties. All those fun little chocolate
fishies swimming in a sea of chocolatey
goodness. It’s Oooey-gooey goodness
with that little touch of marshmallow to
hold it all together.
So you see what I mean. I’ve reached
the breaking point. I’ve hit rock bottom.
My sweet tooth has gotten the better of
me and I can’t be near chocolate. I can’t
make eye contact with it, I have to stay
strong. Sure it’s creamy and irresistibly
delicious, but a girl’s gotta do what a
girl’s gotta do. I’ll give it up as soon as
possible. I’ll give it up this very minute.
I will no longer be servile to the dark
master from this point on.
Well...actually ...I’ll give it up
tomorrow. I still have a pint of Phish
Food to finish off. But after that it’s for
real. I’m serious this time.
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The African American Society Presents...

Black Expo
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Tips from STEP 1
for preventing date rape
Do not accept a drink from
a stranger or without seeing it poured. Giris have
been raped sometimes by
total strangers after being
given drinks spiked with
substances that made them
slip into unconsciousness.

When you are going on a
date, know who you are
going with, where you are
going, + and what you will
be doing. Be sure to let a
friend know your plan for
the evening.
A,
Always be aware of your
surroundings. Be especially
Don't go to a strange place alert at night. Sixty-eight
on a date where you have percent of rapes occur beno access to a telephone to tween the hours of 6 pm
call for help.
and 6 am.

The Cowl 26

Raving Photographers

February 14, 2002

How are you spending
this Valentine’s Day?

“Sending flowers to ourselves.”
Jessica Mortali ’04 Kristina Tedeschi ’04
Terri D’Alfonso ’04
“Having a boyfriend bonfire.
Bitter Boy Haters ’03

still coming home alone, ■’nd
Nathan Decker ’04

“Throwing back pints... of Ben & Jerry s.
Jayne Sabolinski ’04 Nicole Wietrak ’05
Kate Boehnert ’05
Aislyn Arnone ’05

“Taking a cruise.
Tom Cruise & Penelope Cruz

“Celebrating being single.
Untersee ’02 Gina DeLuca ’02

Rebecca and Uncle Jesse
We’ll be apart.
Becky on a special Wake Up San Francisco
and Jesse touring with The Beach Boys.
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How are you spending
this Valentine’s Day?

*
r
Sending flowers to ourselves.
Jessica Mortali ’04 Kristina Tedeschi ’04
Terri D’Alfonso ’04

Having a boyfriend bonfire.
Bitter Boy Haters ’03

still coming home alone, -md
Nathan Decker ’04

Throwing back pints... of Ben & Jerry’s. ’
Jayne Sabolinski ’04 Nicole Wietrak ’05
Kate Boehnert ’05
Aislyn Arnone ’05

“Taking a cruise.”
Tom Cruise & Penelope Cruz

“Celebrating being single.
' Untersee ’02 Gina DeLuca ’02

Rebecca and Uncle Jesse
We’ll be apart.
Becky on a special Wake Up San Francisco
and Jesse touring with The Beach Boys.
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Hearing that you have breast cancer is so traumatic that, for a while, you simply can't process
anything else. But once your new reality sets in, you're going to have questions. Give us a call at 800-ACS-2345

any time, day or night, and we'll help you find the answers. We'll also put you in touch with

a Reach to Recovery® volunteer—a breast cancer survivor who will share her experience with you
to help you cope and make decisions. By gathering all the information and hearing a true story

of survival, you will start to see yourself on the other side of this battle. We’d like to help.

Hope. Progress. Answers./ 800*ACS‘2345 / cancer.org
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The PC Scoreboard

Athletes of the Week
Dani Trippany
(Grad Student - Massena, N. Y.)
Trippany led the Providence Women’s Basketball team to a 2-0
record last week. The 6’5” center averaged 13 points, nine
rebounds and three blocks in wins over St. John’s (62-51) and
Syracuse (80-70). In an upset victory over Syracuse on Feb. 9,
Trippany recorded a team-high 17 points and five blocks, along
with eight rebounds and three assists.

Men's Basketball
Overall Standings
BIG EAST “East” Division

Team
UConn
Miami
St. John’s
B.C.
Providence
Villanova
Virginia Tech

W
8
7
6
5
5
4
1

L
3
4
5
5
6
7
10

Jenn Butsch

Pct.
.727
.636
.545
.500
.455
.364
.090

(Junior - Berlin, Vt.)
Butsch guided the PC Women’s Hockey team to a 2-0
record last week. Butsch recorded two points (one goal, one
assist), including the game-winning goal as the Friars
defeated Quinnipiac, 3-1 on Friday, Feb. 8. On Saturday,
Feb. 9, Butsch tallied two goals and two assists to lead the
Friars over Quinnipiac, 7-0.

BIG EAST “West” Division
Team
Pittsburgh
Notre Dame
Syracuse
Rutgers
Georgetown
Seton Hall
West Virginia

John Linehan

L Pct.
3
.750
3
.700
4
.636
5
.500
5
.500
6 -.455
9
.100

W
9
7
7
5
. 5
5
1

(Senior ~ Chester, Pa.)
On Feb. 9, Linehan scored a team-high 21 points, made six
steals, recorded six assists and grabbed four rebounds in a 77-69
win against Virginia Tech. With his six steals, Linehan surpassed
Eric Murdock’s Providence single-season mark of 111 steals as
he finished the game with 113 steals for the season.

This Week’s Schedule

Women's Basketball
Overall Standings

Team

Fri

Sun

Sat

Mon

Wed

Tues

Thurs

BIG EAST Conference

Team
UConn
Notre Dame
BC
Virginia Tech
Syracuse
Villanova
Miami
West Virginia
Rutgers
Providence
Seton Hall
Georgetown
Pittsburgh
St. John’s

W L
12 0
2
9
8
3
7
4
7
4
4
7
7
5
5
6
4
7
4
7
4
8
8
3
2
9
0 12

Pct.
1.000
.818
.727
.636
.636
.636
.583
.455
.364
.364
.333
.273
.182
.000

Indoor
Track

@ Big East Championship
(Syracuse, N.Y.)

MEn’s
Hockey

vs. Maine
7:00 PM

Women's
Hockey

vs. Maine
7:00 PM

@ UConn
2:00 PM

vs. UConn
2:00 PM

Men’s
Basketball

vs. Villanova
7:30 PM

Women’s
Basketball

© West
Virginia
12:00 PM

SWIMMING

@ Rutgers
Invitational

Women’s Hockey Standings

Men’s Hockey Standings
Team
New Hampshire
Boston U.
Maine
UMass-Lowell
Northeastern
Providence
Boston College
Merrimack
UMass-Amherst

GP
18
18
18
18
18
19
18
19
20

Hockey East
W L T
3
12 3
2
11 5
3
10 5
3
6
9
2
7
9
2
9
8
7 10 1
4 13 2
3 15 2

Pts.
27
24
23
21
20
18
15
10
8

@ UConn
7:30 PM

Overall
GP W L
28
20 5
28
19 7
30
16 9
28
17 8
30
16 11
31
13 14
30
15 13
29
9 18
30
8 20

T
3
2
5
3
3
4
2
2
2

Team
Niagara
Northeastern
New Hampshire
Providence
Connecticut
Maine
Boston College
Quinnipiac

GP
16
17
15
15
16
17
16
16

EC AC Eastern
W L T
14 2
0
0
13 4
1
9
5
8
5
2
7
8
1
6
9
2
3 11
2
0
0 16

Pts.
28
26
19
18
15
14
8
0

GP
27
28
28
27
28
28
25
25

Overall
W L
20 6
23 5
16 10
14 10
11 15
14 12
7 15 3 20

T
1
0
2
3
2
2
3
2
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Wins bolster Big East hopes
Simmonds, Trippany double-up on Johnnies, ’Cuse
by

Mary Allietta ’05

Sports Staff

With only five games left in Big East
Conference play, it has yet to be decided
if the Women’s Basketball team will be
one of the 12 teams to qualify for the
Big East Tournament in Piscataway, N.J.,
scheduled for March 2-5, 2002.
“Qualifying for the Big East
tournament is in the back of our minds,”
said senior captain Chrissy Vozab. “We
had a rough start in the conference (27), so every game is a must-win for us.”
“We are not sure yet if we are going
or not,” said Head Coach Jim Jabir. “We
would undoubtedly like to go, but we
have to continue to play as strong as we
did in our last two games. Also, we have
to beat some teams that we have not been
successful against in the past. But it is
possible for us to qualify.”
As of Feb. 11, with five games
remaining, Providence, 4-7 in the
conference, is ranked tenth out of 14
teams. Below Providence are Seton
Hall, Georgetown, Pittsburgh, and St.
John’s. St. John’s has yet to win a
conference game all season, so it is
plausible to assume that they have
solidified a position in the Big East
cellar. Pittsburgh is ranked thirteen with
only two conference wins and has to play
three of their last five games on the road
against third-ranked Boston College,
number six Villanova, and finish the
season against Providence.
Though it seems likely that
Providence will make the Big East
Tournament, nothing is certain.
“We have five games left to play and
they are all against good teams,” said
Jabir. “We have to travel down to West
Virginia who is 8-1 at home, and then
play the University of Connecticut in
Storrs, Conn. Also, even though we are
at home, Pittsburgh always plays us
tough.”
In the last week, the Friars picked up

190 Veazie St.
Contains 4 bedrooms, 1
bathroom, washer/ dryer, very
big yard, and fenced in parking.
$1350/ month. Available March
2002. Contact Paul at
401-954-3198.

*** APARTMENTS FOR
RENT *** 95 Oakland Ave Very nice building 3 apartments
starting May 2002. 2 and 3
bedrooms, Heat included,
laundry in basement, lots of
parking $650 / $950.
Call Immediately!
Brian 617-797-2898.
27 Clyde St.
4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, rec
room, washer/ dryer, big
driveway, and a garage. $1600/
month. Available May 2002.
Contact Paul at 401-954-3198.

For complete coverage of
Women’s Basketball’s
upset, 67-61 victory over
No. 21 Virginia Tech
Wednesday night, check out

www.thecowl.com
two Big East victories against St. John’s
University and Syracuse University. On
Feb. 6 Providence defeated St. John’s,
62-51, on the road.
The Friars established a 16-point lead
at halftime against the Red Storm,
scoring with ease off of St. John’s man
to man defense. However, in the second
half St. John’s switched to a zone defense
that gave Providence trouble scoring in
the first 10 minutes of the half.
But by the end of the second half, the
Friars prevailed. “We fought through the
difficulty that the zone defense presented
and managed to pick up a win with a
double-digit margin,” said Jabir.
In a true testament to the strength of
youth that the Friars possess, three
freshmen led the way for the Friars.
Freshman Jessica Simmonds scored 10
points and had career-high 10 rebounds,
to recording her first collegiate double
double to lead Providence, while
freshman Keisha Blackwell led all PC
scorers 11 points, matching a careerhigh. Freshman Michal Epstein tallied
a career and game-high six assists.
Next up for the Friars was Syracuse
University. In the previous meeting of
the two teams on Jan. 12, SU soundly
defeated the Friars by almost 30 points,
81-52. But on Feb. 9, things were
different as PC won its second-straight
Big East game, 80-70.
“This was a no-lose game for us,”
said sophomore Kristen Quinn. “We
played together, and ran our offense and
played strong defense. Also, we were

ADOPTION Young, loving,
happily married couple
interesting in adopting a baby.
Please call Matt and Robin
E800-484-6411 Pin#6463.

Spring Break Tickets! Get a
FREE MTV audience ticket to
select shows when you book
your Spring Break through
StudentCity.com! Go to
MTV.com or call
StudentCity.com at
1-800-293-1443 for details!
Tours and tickets are limited.

Want to be seen by over
4,000 people each week?
This space could be yours!
Contact The Cowl at
401-865-2214 about advertising
in the classified section!

PETE TAVIS ’05/The Cowl

Sophomore Kristen Quinn drives past a Syracuse defender on Saturday.
able to penetrate into the middle and
score from the outside.”
“It has been our problem in the past
that we led teams come back on us,” said
Vozab. “In this game we called time out
with five minutes left in the game, and
we said we were going to win this game.”
Providence responded and ended the
game on an 11-7 run propelled by six
points by Vozab and four by Quinn.
“We started the game out well, but
Syracuse came back. We continued to
defend and Syracuse ran into trouble
running its offense,” said Coach* Jabir.
“When Dani Trippany hit a three with
five minutes remaining, it helped propel
our offense. It is encouraging that we
did not quit in the end.”
Trippany, PC’s grad student center,
led Providence’s offense with 17 points,

Spring Break Super Sale!
Book your trip with
StudentCity.com and save up
to $100 per person to Cancun,
Bahamas, Jamaica, Padre and
Florida. Most popular student
hotels including the Oasis and
the Nassau Marriott Crystal
Palace! Prices start at $399!
Sale ends soon! CALL NOW!
1-800-293-1443 or go to
StudentCity.com!

(SPBBOBtflKj

and added eight rebounds, three assists
and a game-high five blocks. Simmonds
recorded her second-consecutive double
double, with 12 points and a game and
career-high 13 rebounds, while Quinn
contributed 11 points and a game-high
five assists. Vozab added 14 points, two
steals and four assists. The assists moved
Vozab into ninth-place all-time on the
Providence career assist list; currently,
Vozab has 327 assists in her career.
“We have to play with heart, effort,
and confidence,” said Coach Jabir on the
schedule ahead for the Friars.. “We are
a young team, and have learned some
tough lessons, but we hope that the
season ends in a way that is indicative
of all the things we have learned.”
If the Friars continue on their current
pace, March could bring success for PC.

A FREE SPRING BREAK!
Hottest Destinations/ Parties!
Lowest Prices Guaranteed!
Best Airlines/ Hotels!
Free Booze/ Food!
2 Free Trips on 15 Sales.
Earn Cash! Group Discounts!
Book online
www.sunsplashtours.com
1-800-426-7710

#1 Spring Break Vacations!
Cancun, Jamaica, Bahamas &
Florida. Book Early & get free
meal plan. Earn cash & Go
Free! Now hiring Campus Reps.
1-800-234-7007
endlesssummertours.com
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Feature story

Friars focus on positives
-Continued from back pageeach other on,” said senior David
Applegate.
The drop in swimmers on the Men’s
team this year is not just a fluke. The
upperclassmen swimmers have
witnessed a gradual decline in the size
of the team since they were freshmen.
“My freshman year we had about
fourteen guys on the team,” said
Applegate.
When asked whether he thinks PC
will be able to draw more swimmers in
the future. Applegate’s answer was
pessimistic.
“It’s difficult to draw a lot of
swimmers to PC, especially without
scholarships,” he said.
Maloney, one of the captains of the
team, stressed that with under ten
swimmers, a team can't help but become
stronger as teammates.
“One of the things we made a point
to do was to have everyone hang out
together before every meet,” said
Maloney. “We were a small team, but
we were tight. A benefit to having a
small team was that at close meets,
everyone knew that they had to step up.
There was more pressure to do your
best.”
Every member of the team has been
swimming the maximum amount of
events allowed at just about every meet
this season. Although the team has not
been able to win overall team
competitions, each swimmer is
contributing all he can.
First year Head Coach Michelle
Gacio admits that this season has been
difficult because of the short roster.
Swimmers have been forced to enter

“Our work ethic can
compare to any other
team on campus, but
when you are
out-numbered at every
meet but one, it is
difficult to win. ”
Junior Tom Darrow
events that they normally would not do,
in order to earn every possible point.
“For example,” explained Gacio, “we
have sprint freestyle swimmers who find
themselves in the 200m butterfly as well
as the 800m freestyle. Senior Mike
Maloney has been splitting his time
between diving and swimming.
Everyone has been doing well, but there
just are not enough of them.”
Gacio admits that her first year at the
helm of PC Swimming has been a
learning experience.
“As a coach, I have tried to stay
focused on the individuals since we have
such a small team. I have enjoyed
coaching such a positive and genuine
group of people,” she said.
Unfortunately, the future does not
look as bright for the Swimming and
Diving programs at Providence. Gacio
is quickly learning about the struggles a
coach encounters to recruit when he or
she has no scholarships at her disposal.
“As PC becomes more selective
academically, the pool of possible
candidates gets smaller and smaller,”

TOM MAGUIRE/Sports Info

Due to low numbers,
swimmers like Mike
Maloney (above) and
Keith Chobot (right)
have been forced to
swim multiple events
each meet — events
they normally would
not do.

stated Gacio. “It is hard to find good
academic swimmers.”
This year, the Friars were able to only
hold on to one freshman on the Men’s
team — Matt Raske. A major factor in
the lack of swimmers coming to PC is
the lack of scholarships. Former
swimming coach John O’Neill left PC
last season and accepted a head coaching
job for the swim team at West Point. He
had been coaching at PC for 17 years. A
probable reason for his departure was
that PGhadjtaken away the program’s,
ability to be competitive as a Division I
team.
**
The reality is that, without athletic
scholarships, the Providence College
Men’s squad is a long shot to beat other
teams that have athletic scholarships; in
fact, it is almost impossible. PC
swimming will become whatever the

athletic department gives it the potential
to become. Currently, the program has
a devoted and knowledgeable coach,
along with a core of hard-working
swimmers. However, if PC wants to be
competitive in the Big East Conference
on a regular basis, they need to offer
athletic scholarships. Otherwise, Friars
swimming will never improve from
mediocrity.
The Men and Women’s Swim
teams have the Rutgers Invitational on
Saturday, Feb. 16. Several swimmers
have a chance to qualify for the ECAC
Championships. Those hopefuls are
trying to join their two teammates on the
women’s team, sophomore Kathryn
Donovan and freshman diver Jamie
Moden-Cohen, who qualified earlier in
the season.
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Women’s Hockey sweeps QU
by

Virginia Cheng ’03

Asst. Sports Editor

The Women’s Hockey team had two
key ECAC victories over the weekend,
beating Quinnipiac University, 3-1 and
7-0, in commanding fashion. With the
much-needed four points in the league
standings, the Friars have moved up to
fourth place, currently putting them on
the bubble for home ice advantage
during the ECAC playoffs.
“Our fate is in our own hands right
now,” said Head Coach Bob Deraney.
The two wins catapulted the Friars
ahead of fifth-place Connecticut, and
they currently hold a three-point
advantage over the Huskies. While all
eight teams qualify for the ECAC
Eastern League Tournament, only the top
four secure home ice advantage.
“It’s better to have home ice
advantage because you don’t have to go
through all the traveling and you can just
go through your daily activity,” said
senior Jennifer Kranz. “You just start
off with the advantage of having the
confidence of skating in your own rink.”
The entire Friar lineup contributed to
the playoff quest as the Women
completely dominated Quinnipiac on
Saturday. While the Friar offense ripped
off 29 shots on goal, the Friar defense
held QU to a meager five shots. Even
without key sophomore defensemen
Kelli Halcisak and Meredith Roth, who
were benched after committing major
penalties in last Sunday’s game at
Dartmouth, the Friar defense still looked
strong.
“I think our defense really stepped up,
especially our young kids,” said
Deraney. “They were relied upon a lot
more.”
On the offensive end, junior assistant

captain Jenn Butsch got the ball rolling
early in the game for the Friars with an
unassisted shorthanded goal just 2:41 into
the first period. It would prove to be the
only goal the Friars needed for the win,
but Butsch was not finished just yet. She
scored one more goal in the third period
and added two assists to her tally, putting
her second on the team in points with 24.
Sophomore Darlene Stephenson found
the back of the net twice during the game
as well, giving her 11 for the season. She
also had an assist to put her right behind
Butsch in scoring with 23 points.
Junior Danielle Culgin also had a
productive day, notching her ninth goal of
the season at the 15:07 mark in the second
period. She later recorded two assists in
the third period to bring her season point
total to 21.
Kranz and freshman Christina
Redmond both had firsts on the day. Kranz
had two assists for her first points of the
season, and Redmond notched her first
collegiate goal at the 16:48 mark in the
third period.
“It was just good to be back on the ice,”
said Kranz, who missed most of last year
with a broken leg and has had to readjust
to playing again.
Friday’s game against Quinnipiac was
also a shooting-fest for the Friars. PC fired
off a whopping 56 shots while holding
Quinnipiac to just nine. However, the
Friars did not play up to their potential.
“I thought we were really sluggish and
didn’t play very well at all,” said Deraney.
“But even though we didn’t play our best
we still found a way to win.”
Butsch also tallied the game-winning
goal on Friday, connecting on assists from
sophomore Sarah Youlen and freshman
Mara Amrhein. Butsch’s goal put the
Friars up 2-0 in the second period, giving
them the insurance point they would later

Darlene Stephenson scored twice in PC’s 7-0 win over Quinnipiac.

need.

Sophomore goaltender Amy
Quinlan let up the only goal of the
weekend for the Braves, an unassisted
goal by Quinnipiac’s Caitlin Peters at
the 2:45 mark in the third period. Still,
Quinlan held on to record her fifth win
of the season. In Saturday’s game, it
was freshman goaltender Amy
Thomas’s turn between the pipes. She
made fives saves for her third shutout
of the season.
“I think we’re really starting to
come together as a team,” said
Deraney. “I think we’ve increased our
strength over the last year. I think

we’ve really increased our skill level in
all aspects of the game.”
The Friars improved their record to
14-10-3 overall, 8-5-2 in the ECAC.
They have six league games remaining,
including important match-ups against
UConn and the University of New
Hampshire.
“As we come down the stretch here,
the games become more and more
important,” said Deraney. “Any support
we can get from our student body here
would be great.”
PC’s next home game will be against
UConn on Sunday, Feb. 17, at 2:00 p.m.
in Schneider Arena.
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Friars end week without a win
by

Brendan McGair ’03

Sports Staff

With just five games remaining in the
regular season, the Men’s Hockey team
has much work to do if they want to stay
at home for the first round of the Hockey
East Tournament.
The Friars, who have struggled at or
near the .500 mark for most of the
season, did not improve their standings
last weekend as the Friars skated to a 33 tie against No. 12 UMass-Lowell on
Friday before falling to No. 3 New
Hampshire on Sunday.
Against UNH, the Friars struggled out
of the gate and trailed 2-0 just 14 minutes
into the game. Ironically, the last time
the Friars and the Wildcats faced off back
on Jan. 13, the Friars were the team that
jumped out to a 2-0 lead before holding
on, 4-3.
The Friars did cut into the UNH lead
when senior Peter Fregoe scored at the
8:23 mark of the second period to make
it 2-1. Junior co-captain Jon DiSalvatore
was credited with an assist on Fregoe’s
goal, his 12"’ game in a row registering
at least one point.
UNH however, displayed the reason
why they are regarded as the top
offensive club in college hockey. The
Wildcats added another goal in the
second period to take a two goal edge
heading into the third period.
To the Friars’s credit, they refused
to quit. Freshman Jeff Mason registered
his first collegiate goal when he scored
at the 3:09 mark of the third period to
reduce the UNH lead to 3-2.
The Friars would not get any closer
as UNH scored two more times,
including an empty net goal, to preserve
its 20"' victory of the season.
_____On Friday, the Friars hosted the

JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03fThe Cowl

Senior Marc Suderman battles with a UMass-Lowell defender on Friday.

River Hawks of Lowell before a sell-out
crowd at Schneider Arena.
The Friars’ inability to pull out the
close games has been a downfall for most
of the season. The game against Lowell
was no exception.
The Friars held on to a 3-2 lead with
just over three minutes to play when
junior Doug Wright was assessed with a
holding penalty. It was an inopportune
time for the Friars, who trailed Lowell
by two points heading into the game.
Lowell Head Coach Blaise
McDonald, pulled senior goaltender
Cam McCormick to give the River
Hawks a 6-on-4 advantage. The move

paid huge dividends as Lowell scored the
game-tying goal with 1:20 to play in
regulation. Junior Ed McGrane stole the
puck from the stick of senior Marc
Suderman inside the Friar zone and fired
a shot past junior netminder Nolan
Schaefer to tie the score at three.
“It’s disheartening to lose because I
thought in the third period, we were all
over them,” stated Head Coach Paul
Pooley.
However, a bright note for the Friars
was that junior co-captain Devin Rask
and Fregoe each notched their 100lh
career point against Lowell, becoming
the 45th and 46,h players in Friar history

to do so.
Rask reached the milestone at 14:41
of the first period when he was credited
with an assist on sophomore Cody
Lough lean’s first goal of the season.
Fregoe’s 100th point came early in the
third period, just over a minute after
Lowell tied the score at two, and put the
Friars up 3-2.
For a while, it looked like Fregoe’s
goal would stand and the Friars would
be able to tie Lowell for fourth place in
the Hockey East standings, but the Friars
could not hold on.
While the milestone is nice for the
players, both Fregoe and Rask realize the
bigger picture: that the Friars let another
close game slip away.
“We were two points behind them and
didn’t gain any ground on them. It’s
getting late in the season; we are running
out of games to get home-ice
advantage,” said Rask.
Both the Friars and the River Hawks
will meet one more time on the final
weekend of the regular season. With
Lowell winning 4-3 back in October and
now forcing a tie, the Friars will have to
win in March just to even up the season
series, nevermind the implications that
might be on the line for home-ice
advantage.
“I thought we outplayed them,” stated
Fregoe. “They are one of the better teams
in the league. That was a point we
needed, hopefully it doesn’t come back
in the end.”
The Friars will next host the
University of Maine this weekend in a
crucial two game set. The Friars have to
take three out of a possible four points if
they have any hopes of salvaging their
season. If they don’t, then the Friars
better start to pack their bags to hit the
road for the Hockey East quarterfinals.

Is there life after Linehan?
by

Chris Dankberg ’03

Sports Staff

You have probably gotten used to
John Linehan harassing the
opposition’s point guard into double
digit turnover games. Kevin
Braswell, John Celestand, Omar
Cook, Erick Barkley — the list of big
name Big East guards who have
wilted under the little big man’s
pressure is practically endless.
The time, sadly, is coming to an
end. Just as fast as Linehan is closing
in on the NCAA record for steals in a
career (376), held by another Friar,
Eric Murdock, his time at PC is
fleeting. Two home games on the
schedule, and the possibility of
perhaps one more, if the Friars are
NIT bound, rather than NCAA.
He was featured in Sports
Illustrated, and Kobe Bryant called
him the toughest defender he had ever
faced. He is a legitimate contender
not just for Big East Defensive Player
of the Year, but for the National
Defensive Player of the Year. The
national attention focused on Linehan
during his remarkable run has most
likely assured him of a basketball life
after PC. The pertinent question for
the Friars is whether or not there will
be basketball life at Providence
College after John Linehan.
Even though Linehan was not
Head Coach Tim Welsh’s recruit, he
has centered his defensive style of
play around the aggressive Linehan.
He has been able to commit one man
to stopping the opponent’s flow, while

allowing the rest of the team to play a
somewhat cautiously, in large part due
to Linehan’s ability to apply constant
pressure on the ball. Last year’s
tournament run was keyed by this
pressure. The team struggled early this
season, but the Friars have been
somewhat resurgent as of late as
Linehan’s defe nse has returned
unfailing level of intensity.
Can the Friars compete in the Big
East without Linehan’s presence? He
is not the prototypical point guard.
Rarely does he penetrate and kick;
generally he lets Abdul Mills handle
the bulk of the half-court duties.
Linehan can move the ball up the court
in transition, which is essential to
Welsh’s philosophy. And what he may
lack in traditional point guard
qualities, he makes up for in on-court
leadership and determination.
PC has struggled under Welsh to
find any sort of consistent half-court
set. There is no point guard waiting in
the wings at PC either. Sophomore
guard Sheiku Kabba has shown flashes
of brilliance, but he also proven to be
inconsistent, especially on the
defensive end. Mills has shown the
ability to handle the ball and will most
likely assume the bulk of Linehan’s
role offensively, but he has not yet
emerged as an on-the-floor general, the
way Linehan has. Additionally, high
school senior and Friars recruit Donnie
McGrath has been promoted as
Linehan’s heir, but he has yet to prove
himself in the college arena.
Maybe this is the time for Welsh to
display his coaching acumen. Next

year’s team is a mix of young and
old, with Mills and Rome Augustin
as the elder statesmen and the
talented duo of Ryan Gomes and Rob
Sanders as the eager pupils.
Big East basketball is rarely
pretty to watch; Monday’s 46-40
UCOnn win over Villanova should
reinforce that statement. Yet PC has
recently been erratic and out of
control, if not exciting. The current
makeup of talent seems more suited
to an offense predicated on ball
movement, rather than waiting
around for someone to launch a
three-pointer. Without Linehan’s
defense as a crutch, perhaps next
year’s group will be forced to
improve their own defensive effort
while similarly working harder for a
good shot on the offensive end.
Linehan’s presence, both on the
floor and in the PC community, will
be missed. He has provided the most
recognizable face since on campus
since Austin Croshere, and he’s
poised to make a lasting impression
on the NCAA record book. He took
this team back to the NCAA
tournament, and has at least given
this year’s version a glimmer of hope
when it looked like there would be
none. But basketball will continue-to
be played here, after he’s gone on to
brighter lights, and if PC Basketball
is to remain a household name, it is
going to have to do so on the
strength of the talent already in
place.
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Second-half woes get best of PC
by

Brendan McGair ’03

Sports Staff

The enigma that is the Men’s Basket
ball team continued their inconsistent
play this past week, holding off Virginia
Tech 77-69 on Saturday before falling
to defending Big East champion Boston
College, 89-79 on Wednesday night.
In both games, the Friars held onto
leads in the second half before both the
Hokies and the Eagles railed back to
eventually take the lead. The Friars were
then forced to go to a press late in each
game, which clearly rattled Virginia
Tech, but was not as nearly effective
against BC.
The Friars jumped out to a 49-41 lead
against the Eagles in the second half,
thanks to back-to-back steals by senior
John Linehan and freshman Rob Sand
ers. From that point, BC took control of
the game lead by All-American candi
date Troy Bell, who finished with a
game-high 39 points, including four
three pointers in a eight minute stretch
that completely changed the complex
ion of the game.
Offensively, the Friars were lead by
junior Abdul Mills, who led the Friars
with 26 points on 10-18 shooting. Mills’s
performance was even more amazing
considering that he was slowed by a re
cent groin injury.
The Friars had to know that the
Eagles, in particular Bell, were going to
come out with payback on their mind,
wanting to avenge a 64-61 loss BC had
suffered back on Feb. 2.
The Eagles, in fact, came out in the
first half strong, racing out to a 12-5 lead
in the game’s first four and half minutes,
in which Bell scored 10 of the 12 BC
points. Bell, who was held by Linehan
to just 12 points in the first encounter
earlier this month, clearly came out with
the mindset that he would not be denied
by the Friars once again.
“BC is a good team. We knew that
they were going to bounce back,”
Linehan stated. “I didn’t care if Bell had
10 or 30 points, I just wanted to get this
win.”
BC, knowing that the Friars are thin
down low, started to go inside early in

the game, in particular to junior Uka
Agbai. The Friars countered with their
trademark zone defense, forcing the
Eagles to work even harder for their
points. The Friars closed the first half
on a strong note thanks to baskets by
Mills and Linehan, to take a one-point
lead 42-41 into halftime.
BC came out red-hot after halftime,
hitting six threes in the first 10 minutes
of the second half. The Friars tried des
perately to cut into the BC lead, but the
Eagles proved to be too much down the
stretch.
“We couldn’t get the ball inside be
cause BC was playing physical defense,”
said Head Coach Tim Welsh. “They
came out and pressured us and got up in
us. When that happens, you got to try
and slash the ball into the lane.”
Against Virginia Tech, Linehan re
minded the Friar faithful how sorely he
will be missed come next season. The
senior added another steal record to an
already impressive resume, this time
breaking the Friar single season steal
record with 112, a mark that was set back
in 1991 by former Friar great Eric
Murdock.
The milestone occurred with five
minutes remaining in the game, a time
when the Friars regained the lead.
“The record means a lot to me,” com
mented Linehan. “Any win in the Big
East is a big win for us right now. This
is the stretch run. We got to come out
like every game is our national champi
onship.”
“The Friars stormed out of the gate
against Virginia Tech, jumping out to an
early 10-0 lead, and built that lead to a
20-3 advantage. Tech, in fact, did not
register a field goal until 11:48 remain
ing in the first half on a Joe Hamilton
jumper.
But as the Friars seem to do every
game, they began to lose their swagger,
allowing the Hokies back into the game.
And Virginia Tech took full advantage,
thanks to the inside presence of 285pound big man Terry Taylor, who fin
ished with a career-high 21 points.
After leading 39-28 at the half, Vir
ginia Tech ripped off a 18-9 run to begin
the second half to pull within two, 48-

Boston College’s Troy Bell gains control of a loose ball Wednesday night.
46. Tech got back into the game thanks
to Taylor, who continued to punish the
Friars down low. Tech showed why it is
the fourth best rebounding team in the
country, out-rebounding the Friars, 3834.
On the flip side, the Friars went ice
cold on the offensive end, missing 9-of10 shots at one point in the second half.
Virginia Tech led 52-50 with 8:46
remaining in the contest when the Friars
began to press the Hokies, led by
Linehan. Welsh ordered the Friars out of
their zone and into a full court press that
clearly rattled the Hokies.
Welsh’s move proved to be a stroke
of genius, as Linehan had three steals on
three consecutive Virginia Tech posses
sions, which led to a 7-0 run for the Fri
ars. The run saw the Friars go from three
down to up four, 59-55.

Reale’s return highlights
Valentine Invitational success
by

Philippe Carson ’04

Sports Staff

The Valentine Invitational held at
Boston University was marked by
personal best times recorded by four
runners and the return of freshman
Liam Reale for the Men’s side. On the
other side, the Women’s team did not
get the high finishes it is accustomed
to as three of the top runners sat out the
meet in order to rest up for their
tournament month that culminates with
the NCAA’s.
At the Valentine Invitational, the
Men’s team had all of its runners in top
form. Leading the way for the Friars
was Reale, who had all eyes on him as
he competed in his first competitive
race this season, due to an injury.
“I knew before the race I was ranked
pretty high, but I had not run on a track
for a few months and I did not know
how I would hold up,” said Reale.
From his first place finish in the
1,000 meters with a time of 2:26.58, it
was clear that he had not lost his form.
His time was good enough to qualify
him for the Big East Championships.
“We have a lot of confidence going
into the conference championships. To
have an extra body as good as Liam
coming back to the team is always a
positive,” said Head Coach Ray Treacy.

Reale had to share some of the
spotlight as his teammate, senior Hamish
Thorpe, also came up big with an
impressive performance, taking first
place in the mile with a time of 4:06.61.
“I was looking to run a low key race
because I had been training hard. I was
more focused on winning than on getting
a fast time, so I was pleased to have been
able to do what I wanted at the meet,”
said Thorpe.
Along with the two first place
finishers, there were four other team
members who ended the regular season
strong as they distinguished themselves
with personal best times in their
respective events. Senior Dermot Galvin
finished the highest of the four, placing
third in the 3,000 meters. His time of
8:09.79 was enough for Galvin to qualify
for the Big East Championships.
Galvin’s teammate, junior Tyler
McCabe, also ran in the 3,000 meters and
placed sixth with a time of 8:14.99. He
will join Galvin at the Big East
Championships for the 3,000 meters.
Two of the team’s freshmen also
came up big in the last race of the regular
season, as Dylan Wykes and Pat Guidera
both qualified for the Big East
Championships. Wykes qualified in the
mile with a time of 4:09.16, placing him
in fifth. Guidera ran in the 3,000 and
finished fourteenth with a time of

8:28.04.
The Women’s team did not enjoy as
much success as the Men’s team
because three of the team’s top runners
were being held out in reserve. The
team did give a strong performance,
though, with all participants placing
within the top twenty.
The highest finish of the day for the
Women was freshman Emma Foster,
who had two eleventh place finishes
in the weight throw and shot put with
a distance of 9.43 and 9.60 meters
respectively. Senior Kate Gall finished
fourteenth in the 800 meters with a time
of 2:23.33. Two other team members,
sophomore Carol Geddes and senior
Jessica Romaniuk finished twelfth and
thirteenth in the 1,000 meters with
times of 3:20.21 and 3:22.77
respectively.
The Friars next task is a daunting
one. They participate in the Big East
Championships
“We are expecting to compete
strongly in the conference champ
ionships because the Big East is one of
the strongest conferences in the country
for middle distance. [Thorpe] is
currently third in the country for the
3,000 meters the two runners ahead of
him will be running at the tournament,”
said Treacy.

“We had to go to the press to try and
generate some turnovers,” stated Welsh.
“That’s what won us the basketball
game. We got them into a little bit of a
helter-skelter. I’m proud of the guys for
getting through it, because at different
points this year, we might have gone the
other way with that game.”
Virginia Tech refused to quit as the
Hokies came with in one, 62-61, with
just over three minutes to play. But the
Friars pulled away, thanks to the inside
play of freshman Ryan Gomes and Sand
ers, and Linehan, who was a perfect 6for-6 at the free-throw line down the
stretch.
With the split, the Friars now stand
at 5-7 in Big East play, 14-12 overall.
With just four games remaining in
the regular season, the Friars will most
likely have to win out and then win a
couple of games in the Big East Tourna
ment if they have any dreams of return
ing the post-season at all, let alone the
NCAA Tournament. If they don’t do so,
then even the N.I.T. is not a sure thing
for the Friars.

Promote Trips at
Providence College
Earn Cash and Go Free
Call for details!

On-Campus Contact
Shayne @ 273-0848

Information and reservations

1-800-648-4849
www.ststravel.com
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"A lot of work to be done..."
-Continued from back pagewas the AD at Mills College — all of
those were small institutions, so I’m very
comfortable in this environment. What
you miss is the number of people you
have to help run your organization. At
Cal, we had 250 full-time people, and
you had departments you could delegate
things to. Here you have to wear a lot of
different hats, and ask people to do a lot
of different things.
Does it surprise you that, despite its
size and being one of the smaller
schools in Division I, Providence can
still stay competitive in the Big East
and Division I athletics as a whole?
Well, we’re competitive in certain
niches, but I wouldn’t say we’re
competitive across the board. It is
surprising that we’ve been able to
compete as well as we have given our
facilities, given our resources, but I think
a lot of that has to do with the resources
the Big East generates. A lot of my job
is going to be to try to continue to raise
the program up, so that it can compete
successfully against those schools.

What does it take, then, to have
Providence be competitive in
Division I sports and in the Big East
Conference?
I think you need to have great people.
It comes down to the coaches you have
— do they fit here at the College? Are
they willing to work hard? Can they
recruit the kind of student-athletes that
can be successful here? So really, it’s
about the people.
And then it’s about resources. You
have to have the money to be able to
recruit, to be able to offer the
scholarships, to be able to provide the
best experience for a student-athlete to
grow, both academically and athletically.
That takes money and time.
Do you have any short term or long
term plans for this?
Well, my short term plan is to really
spend the first six months doing an
internal audit about the things we do well
and the things we need to change, and
then really put together a strategic plan
on how we’re going to phase in some of
the things we need to do to continue to
grow and develop. But my main focus
is going to be to try to improve the
quality of the student-athlete’s life —
making sure that it is balanced between
academics and athletics, so they can be
competitive.

The idea of bringing about a “new
era” of PC athletics really started
with your hiring in November, and
right off the bat, that was evident
with the firing of Field Hockey Head
Coach Bill Davidson, with the idea
of building up the Field Hockey
program. What role did you play, if
any at all, in his firing?
That happened long before I got here.
Certainly, my senior staff talked to me
about what those issues were, but I
wasn’t in the position to make the
decision, one way or another. I hadn’t
managed the gentleman or anything else.

What I told them, in particular Mark
Devine, who was the acting AD, was that
you need to do what is in the best interest
of the College, and you know my
expectation is to have the very best
people possible. So, if you feel a change
needs to be made for the betterment of
the student-athletes, and to help get us
to the next level, then that is a decision
that I would support.

How does, then, the hiring of Diane
Madl (the newly hired Field Hockey
head coach, as of Feb. 4, 2002), play
into this new philosophy of PC
athletics?
We wanted to get a person that was
really a class person in their field, and if
you look at her track record — being an
Olympic athlete, College Women’s
Athlete of the Year — everything she has
done has been at the highest level, and
extremely successful. She’s been an
Academic All-American. She’s the very
best person in her field out there, and
those are the kinds of people I want here
at Providence College, because she’s had
nothing but success and I know she’ll
help bring that to Providence.

When Bill Davidson was fired, we
talked to Mark Devine a bit, and he
was quoted that part of the new
commitment to Field Hockey was a
new Astroturf athletic field. Can
you go into detail about any plans
for this, and if there are plans, how
they are progressing?
Well, the College is doing an entire
master plan, and certainly fields are a
piece of that, so it is not being driven
specifically by Athletics. But there is
no question that being a northeastern
school, with the kind of weather that we
have,: we. need an artificially-surfaced
field, -not only for athletics, but for the
entire student population so that they can
play intramurals and recreate and play
touch football. So it is part of that plan.
The timing of it hasn’t been determined
yet, but one of my roles will be to try to
help raise the resources necessary to
build it — specifically for the entire
College community.
So in addition to Hockey and
Basketball, PC has now made a
visible commitment to Field Hockey.
When you were hiring, you said that
we have to figure out what sports
we’re good at, and go from there.
I’ve spoken with several of the
coaches, and they have mentioned
that they have met with you on
several occasions and that their
discussions with you have gone very
well. What kind of discussions have
you had with the coaches, and what
have you discussed?
I wanted to get an historical
perspective in terms of where their sport
has been in the hierarchy here at the
College. We don’t have a tieric
approach, per se, but it is almost, in a de
facto way. We have some sports that are
fully funded, and some that have no
financial aid whatsoever. So this is part
of that audit I was talking about, to see
where we can be successful — and there
are certain sports that make sense, given

“My main focus is going to be to
try to improve the quality of the

student-athlete ’s life — making sure
that it is balanced between academics

and athletics, so they can be competitive. ”
Athletic Director Robert G. Driscoll, Jr.
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where we are in the county and the kind
of student-athletes we attract.
My goal is to focus on a handful of
sports and make them extremely
successful, and then, over time, bring
those other sports up to that level. But it
takes financial aid, it takes facilities, and
that can’t happen overnight. So rather
than just taking your money and
disseminating it in an equitable way
across all sports, you’re going to have
mediocrity. So I’d rather key in on the
ones we have historically focused on and
continue to support them, and then raise
money and bring those other sports up
to that level.

In this evaluation period, what
about teams like Women’s
Volleyball, who need decisions on
scholarships by next year in order to
even be in the Big East by 2004?
What happens to teams like that?
Well, we are going to continue to
maintain our Women’s Volleyball
program. I don’t think they are going to
tell us we’re no longer part of the Big
East — they want us as part of the Big
East, and they are giving us the necessary
time to remain in the Big East.
Now, that's a decision we are going
to have to reach, hopefully, within the
next four to six months, in terms of
whether Women’s Volleyball is one of
the sports we’re going to try to grow and
emphasize. It’s too early to really say
whether we are going to do that or not,
but for me personally, it makes sense,
given what it happening nationwide in
that Women’s Basketball may be No. 1,
but Women’s Volleyball is probably the
No. 2 sport nationwide. And when you
look at our facility, and the capability to
recruit on a national level, it seems to
make sense that we would want to do
that.

What about teams like Swimming or
Tennis, who have not been up to
strength in the past few years? How
do you evaluate them, when their
performance over the past years
isn’t anything compared to what it
used to be?
Well, the reason that their
performance isn’t up to snuff is because
they don’t have the financial aid dollars,
so it is really not fair to hold them
accountable for that, and it goes back to
that plan — that strategic plan I’ve been
talking about — is that if we have limited
dollars, where do we want to put our
money.
For example, one of the things that
really hurts our Swimming program?
We don’t have a diving platform. We
don’t have an Olympic-sized pool, it’s a
recreational pool, specifically. So it
makes it very difficult to focus on that,
and I think [Head Swimming Coach]

Michelle [Gacio] is doing a very good
job given the limitations that she has.
Obviously, to be successful in
collegiate sports takes money, we’ve
established that. You were heralded
as a tremendous fundraiser when
you were hired. Can you reveal
some of your plans or ideas for
Providence College as far as that
goes?
We’re going to hire a person to help
in that fundraising capacity...
Is that the position that originally
offered to former PC Athletic
Director John Marinatto before he
was let go this past summer?
That’s right. It wouldn’t be the same
classification, per se, but there still is a
position that we are going to hire for,
probably within the next three months.
What I’ve been doing is literally getting
out and talking to as many of the Alumni
as I can, just talking to them about what
the vision is.
We’re going to institute a plan where
we are going to do annual fundraising
specifically by sports, we’re going to
have a component that has to do with
improving facilities. There will be a
component that is part of fundraising. So
it is going to be a multiple kind-of attack
approach to it. I’m working close with
[Vice President for Development] Joe
Brum and the Development Office to
meet his folks, so it’s going to be a major
emphasis of my responsibility here.

In the past, as I’m sure as you are
aware, the cutting of baseball turned
away a major supporter in Jim
Bedford. The way that the dismissal
of John Marinatto was handled
angered some of the big Alumni and
supports like Lou Lamoriello, Dave
Gavitt and Rick Pitino. How do you
plan on getting some of these big
name supporters of PC Athletics
back on your team?
That’s a good question. I think that
if you have a clear vision of where you
are going and how you are going to get
there, and people can understand that —
the plan makes sense. I can’t go back
and change the decisions that were made,
but I can certainly ensure that any future
decisions are equally well-thought out
and are articulated to the people it will
impact. We need those people to support
us, and I’m hoping that they feel
comfortable with me leading this
program into the future, and I think it
has to do with dialogue and trust, and
that’s what I have to work on. I’m an
unknown commodity to most people, but
in time, I hope they trust that under my
-Continued on next page-
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but a lot of opportunity.”
direction, the program is going to be run
well.
Last week, you were on The Tim
Welsh Show, and one thing that
caught my attention was that you
mentioned a new marketing
strategy, such as a new logo. Can
you talk about that at all?
Right. One of the things we’re
entertaining right now are companies to
try to get a business to redesign our
athletic logos. If you look at —I’ll give
an example, as someone who has been
out on the west coast for a lot of years, I
know about “The Friars.” No one knows
what “PC” is; they do locally, but we
have one of the more defined names in
terms of the Friars nationwide.
What we need to do is have our marks
and logos accurately reflect the image
of this institution; not that the old logo
is bad, but if you compare it a lot of our
competitors, it is behind the times. So
we want something that the college is
proud of, that the teams will look good
in. We want the students wearing it, from
grandparents to babies. So that’s an
exciting process for us, and our hope is
to go through this process and by July 1,
roll out a new set of logos. We’re going
to have student involvement, faculty
involvement, and alumni involvement in
helping us design that.

but we decided to do that because we
thought that the law suits and the ill will
that result from cutting men’s programs,
in the long run, was a better decision.
We still struggled financially, but
trying to raise money and trying to create
a positive environment when you have
to cut programs is very, very hard.
There’s been over 450 sports cut
nationwide since Title IX, and that’s a
tough one. It pits the women against the
men, but it really isn’t the women’s fault.

What is, then, PC’s current status
relevant to Title IX?
My understanding is that we will be
compliance with the elimination of
Men’s Baseball, Men’s Tennis and Men’s
Golf. In terms of funding and
participation, we’re going to be OK.
The school’s decision to eliminate
those three sports in 1998 was said
to be handled poorly by some. How
would you have handled the decision
here?
You know, it wouldn’t be fair for me
to speculate because I wasn’t here. I can
only say how I’ve handled it at other
places, given the experience I’ve had.
For example, at Berkeley, when we
were faced at those types of situations,
we went out to our alumni and our
constituencies and said, “Hey look, we
have a real financial issue here, and if
we can’t raise the money used
specifically for that sport over the next
‘X’ number of years, at the end of that
time frame, we’ll have to cut the sport.”
We were in a position, fortunately
enough, that we could carry the sport for
that length of time.
Now, they may not have had the same
flexibility here because they may have
had significant money issues, or because
of significant imbalances on the men’s
or women’s side, so they might have had
to make their decision more quickly,
which is a difficult decision, but the way
I’ve handled it in the past is to try to share
that responsibility amongst the people
who care about the sport. If they can,
great. If they can’t, then at least people
have had time to become acclimated to
the idea that this may happen.

You were also praised, when you
were hired, as being well-versed with
Title IX, the legislation that forced
Providence College to cut the
baseball program in 1999, and will
force the College to cut Men’s Golf
and Men’s Tennis at the end of this
Spring 2002 season. Can you talk
about what your experience is with
Title IX over your career?
I was on a strategic planning
committee regarding Title IX at
Berkeley, and I was the Women’s
Athletic Director at another college. I’ve
studied it extensively — we were faced
with the same type of situation at Cal
that Providence faced a few years ago
about balancing not only the financial
aspect of it, but participation.
When we went through that process
at Cal, we made the decision rather than
cutting men’s programs was to try to add Are there any plans, then, to bring
women’s programs, so we added three back Men’s Baseball, or probably
women’s programs over a four-year closer in the future, sports like
period of time, and increased fundraising Men’s Golf and Tennis?
and scholarships. Now, we were in a
There is nothing in the immediate
unique position in that the fundraising future. simply because: we don’t have
irtment was extremely ' enough money to run the
th programs that
arm of our department
well-defined and focused. But even at we have right now. So if you brought
that, we spent more money on our those sports back, and you can only
women’s programs than we had, so we partially fund them, then once again you
ran some deficits in a couple of years, have mediocrity, while everyone else in

“I can’t go back and change the decisions

that were made, but I can certainly ensure
that any future decisions are equally
well-thought out and are articulated to
the people it will impact. ”
the Big East is pretty much fully funded.
My goal is to make the programs we
have as successful and as fully funded
as possible. And if we are fortunate,
some point down the road where we are
able to raise a lot of money, and we have
unbelievable success in basketball and
we’re selling out every game to the point
where there is money coming back, then
you can think about a lot of things. But
it would be premature to say that we
were going to do those sorts of things
right now.

Last spring, we talked to a lot of the
coaches about facilities, and many of
them mentioned the need for the allweather turf field, especially since it
could be plowed off in the winter
and it wouldn’t wear or muddy like
grass does. What are your thoughts
on the whole lack of facilities issue at
PC?
We have a long way to go, and I think
that is part of this master plan I shared
with you earlier, and part of my vision
will be to address the entire facility issue,
and I’m not just talking about athletics,
I’m talking about the entire student
population. When you look at the weight
rooms, the conditioning facilities for
student-athletes and the student body —
it needs to be improved dramatically.
The field situation, in terms of being able
to rotate them around — you have a grass
field that is used all the time with no
down time, no sense of letting them rest
and refurbish. We need to have a plan
that allows us to get off them and get on
this artificially surfaced field during
inclimate weather. I think they did a nice
job out on the basketball facility, but
there is a lot of work that needs to be
done.
Has the Athletic Department kept
tabs on the College’s discussions
regarding the whole Valueland
situation? There was talk that this
piece of land was going to be used
for additional green space,
specifically for athletic practice. Do
you have any latest word on that?
In my recent discussions, I’m
understanding that the conversations and
negotiations, if you will, are going
extremely well. They ran into some road
blocks recently, but my sense is that it is
going better right now, and that would
be great because it would take some of
the pressure off the campus.
Intercollegiate teams could perhaps get
off campus and practice there, which
would then free up more space on
campus for recreational use, which is
really critical in the quality of a student’s
life on campus.
Finally, expectations for this

campus. What are your
expectations for the coaches and
staff, what do you hope to get from
them in realizing this vision of
yours?
I hope that put the experience of the
student-athlete’s life first and foremost,
definitely. Students come in here, they
have an opportunity to get a great
education, but they have a great
experience. When they leave here, they
say, “You know what, that was the best
experience I’ve had.” If they live every
day with that, I think they’re going to be
fine.
But also, I want my coaches to have
a high level of expectation. I want them
to be successful, and that doesn’t just
mean winning, but winning is important
— that’s why they keep score. But I’m
talking about how they conduct
themselves, how they represent the
College, how they treat their student
athletes, and how they treat each other
within this department. I want us to be
a family, I want them to care about each
other, and I want them to expect great
things, because if you don’t believe that
you can do that, it’s never going to
happen. So I want high-energy people.
How about the athletes themselves?
I want them to take great pride in
wearing a Providence College uniform.
I want them to be proud of the way the
Athletic Department treats them and that
they have a say in how this Department
is run, and they understand that this is
their program — that they have
ownership of this program.
I want them to do the right things; I
don’t want them doing things that are
either going to either embarrass
themselves or the College. They have a
responsibility, and ultimately, to graduate
from a great college and to maximize
their potential as an athlete. So when
they leave here, we give them the
cutting-edge coaching, and facilities and
weight-training and nutrition, that they
become fine-tuned, just like in the
classroom.

And finally, the students — the non
athletes?
I want them feel like this is their
program — that when they go to
basketball games, they are treated like
that entertainment there is for the quality
of their life, that they feel connected to
the student-athlete, and it is not
scholarship student-athletes that they
perceive as being treated differently. I
want them to be classmates, I want them
to be proud of the way the athletes
represent
this
institution' —
understanding that even though it is
small, it is a family, and that they should
be a part of that. Their input counts.

Read the completeBob Driscoll interview at

www.thecowl.com
PC's new AD comments mon on fundraising, sports facilities,
Title IX and the future of athletics at Providence College
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“We have a long way to go”
An in-depth interview with the new AD of PC Athletics
In his second-floor office in Alumni only a few minutes to realize that he
has a vision —he has a plan fof
Hall, the tenth Athletic Director in the
Providence College.
history of Providence College, Robert
Simply said — it looks like Bob
G. Driscoll, Jr., sits alone. His office is
Driscoll really was the right man for
empty, except for a few items on his
the job.
desk and a computer behind him.
No pictures or paintings hang in his
office yet. In fact, outlines of frames
The Cowl: Have you enjoyed your
that hung when John Marinatto was
time
at Providence so far?
Athletic Director
Bob Driscoll: I’ve loved it. This is the
can still be visibly
end of the sixth week I’ve been here, and
seen in the
I’ve been going almost seven days a
wallpaper.
week, almost around the clock, but yeah,
A tall, dark,
it’s been great. A lot of wonderful people
wooden display
— a lot of work to be done, but at the
case — one that
same time, I look at it as a lot of
used to display various awards,
opportunity.
plaques and gifts — is also empty
except for a commemorative piece of
Coming from a large school like
the old Alumni floor and an empty
California-Berkeley, was there any
silver picture frame.
transition to a small school like
However, in time that will change.
Providence?
In the years to come, Bob Driscoll
Not as much as I thought it would be.
will fill his office with awards and
You know, I went to a small school for
paintings the same way he hopes to fill
college, coached at Union College, and
the future of Providence College
athletics with success.
A lot of work to be done, page 34
You need to speak with this man for
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New Providence College Athletic Director Bob Driscoll officially
began his duties on Jan. 1, 2002.

Struggling to stay afloat
Despite a lack of
funding, support,
and numbers,
Men’s Swimming
fights on at PC
by

Paul Whitty ’03

Sports Staff

The Providence College
Men’s Swimming team has had
one of its most difficult seasons.
The team was small to begin
with, but injuries and other
factors have reduced their
numbers even more.
The team also saw the firing
of their assistant coach Herman
Louw in January. Throughout
the season, the Friars have been
forced to compete with a
depleted crew of eight or nine
swimmers,
while
their
opposition often
fields
anywhere from twenty to forty
swimmers.
In addition, almost all of the
teams that PC faces are more
adequately funded and have
scholarship athletes. PC has not
had a swimmer on an athletic
scholarship since the class of
1999 graduated.
Despite all of these factors
working against them, the
Men’s team has had six of their
swimmers and divers record
lifetime-best performances this
season. These swimmers are
senior Michael Maloney,
sophomores Bryan Flynn,
Patrick Franzen, Patrick
Kavanagh and Daniel Tower,
and freshman Matthew Raske.
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2001-02 Men’s Swim team (from L to R), Top: Keith Chobot, Matthew Raske, Patrick Franzen, Tom Darrow.
Bottom row: Bryan Flynn, Dan Tower, Patrick Kavanagh, David Applegate, Mike Maloney.

Considering the amount of
training the team goes through
each week, the positive results
are not surprising. The team
spends about 15 hours a week
in the pool, and two days out of
the week the team has double
sessions, practicing in both the
morning and afternoon.

The individuals on the team
work hard to reach their full
potential as swimmers. Sadly
though, focusing on individual
efforts is about all the Men’s
team can do at Providence
College — in competition, there
are only so many points a team
can earn with eight swimmers,

and thus, the Men’s team has a
small chance, if any, to win.
“Each swimmer is limited to
three events, and our team is
only able to field one relay team
in the relay events, which puts
us at a disadvantage to other
schools,” explained junior Tom
Darrow. “Our work ethic can

compare to any other team on
campus, but when you are
outnumbered at every meet but
one, it is difficult to win.”
“It has been a little
disappointing, but we’ve stuck
together as a team and cheered
Friars, page 30

